By Tim Nicholas 
Messengers to the Kansas City 
meeting of the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention, June 15-17, debated homosex- 
uality and abortion, passed another 


record budget without debate, and as- , 


signed themselves the task of enlisting 
and funding 5,000 mission volunteers 
by 1962. 

They elected Jimmy Allen, pastor of 
FBC, San Antonio, Tex., as their pres- 
ident in a run off with Jerry Vines of 
Mobile, Ala. Other elected officers in- 
clude Olan Runnels of Kansas_City, 
first vice president; Richard Sutton, of 
Topeka, Kans., second vice president; 

_ Martin Bradley of Nashville, record- 
ing secretary; and Lee Porter of 
Nashville, registration secretary. 

Allen succeeded James L. Sullivan, 
retired president of the Baptist Sunday 
School Board. 

The mission volunteer motion, deli- 
vered by Yazoo City layman and SBC 
executive committee member Owen 
Cooper, was preceeded by a surrogate 
visit from the SBC’s most famous 
member, Jimmy Carter, President of 
the United States. He spoke by way of a 
videotaped message flown in from 
Washington during the convention. 

The essence of Carter’s comments 
were that Southern Baptists can afford 
to begin an extensive volunteer mis- 
sionary program plus increase 
Cooperative Program receipts. He 
said now is the time for a ‘“‘quantum 
step forward’’ in Southern Baptists’ ef- 
forts toward a worldwide spiritual 
program. 

The message, inspired by a luncheon 
with Cooper and mission agency lead- 
ers, was followed by the motion to de- 
velop this volunteer force 
by 1982. It specified that the Home and 
Foreign Mission boards, WMU, 
Brotherhood, and the Sunday School 
Board join in the enlistment and utili- 
zation of volunteers who would be 
sponsored by individuals, churches, 
and groups of churches. A plan for ac- 
tivation was called for by the Sep- 
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‘tember Executive Committee meet- 
ing. The motion passed. 

However, the mission agencies, 
excluding the Sunday School Board, 
had already unveiled. a Volunteers In 
Mission plan for 4 compuierized re- 

system of some 100,000 volun- 
teers. This program is expected to 
dovetail with the SBC mandate. - 
who were not seated di- 
rectly in front of the stage in the mas- 
sive, one-level auditorium, saw Carter 
and platform speakers via giant tele- 
.vision screens at opposite ends of the 
Roe Bartle Convention Center Au- 
ditorium. They saw other special 
filmed sequences during presenta- 
tions including the SBC’s first live 
satellite transmission from overseas. 

The transmission, originated with a 
Hong Kong television station, zipped 
through Hong Kong communications 
lines to a satellite 22,500 miles above 
earth, entered the Unitea States 
through a San Francisco television re- 
ceiver, raced through A.T.&T. lines to 
a domestic satellite, dropped to a 
Chicago satellite receiving station, 
took telephone lines to Kansas City, 
and through specially installed lines 
into H. Roe Bartle Hall. 

Hong Kong missions personnel 
Jerry Juergens and Daniel Cheung 


discussed their work and prayed along” 


with the 12,000 member audience. 
Juergens’ mother, Mrs. Lenna Mae 
Gray of Muskogee, Okla., was in the 
audience, weeping silently. “Tt was in- 
describable,” she commented after 
the satellite presentation. ‘‘When I 
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looked at him, 1 went back thrdagh <i 


years of his life, knowing that God had, 


his hand on him all those years.’ 


understanding during a 


firmed an earlier resolution 
homosexuality a “sin” and 
ing singer Anita Bryant and other § 
Christians for their recent publie 


ite on a) 
homosexual resolution which reaf+ ~ 


stands. The resolution, along with one-7 ™ 


decrying abortion on demand, and 


another opposing sale of birth control | 4 
devices to unmarried minors, were | 


only three of 14 resolutions adopted by ~ 


the convention messengers whose 
total registration was 16,028. 

Salary and vote disclosure motions . 
took up much debating time during .. 
sessions, as did a motion to limit the - 
office of the SBC president to one year, ~ 
instead of the traditional re-election to. 
a second one-year term. That motion ‘ 
was defeated. But a motion was 
adopted deleting from documents sex 
notation of SBC officers, committee 
and Board Members. 

Disclosure of the number of votes © 


received by each candidate for SBC © 


office was begun during the conven- 
tion and a motion to publish salaries of © 
SBC agency chief executives was de- - 
feated. However, SBC Pt gk 
seminaries, commissions, 

mittees were instructed to ego 
“full information. . .concerning any 
specific staff position’’ and its salary 

(Continued on page 6) 
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SBC Mandates Voluhteer Corps 


Asks 5,000 In Next Five Years; 
Sees Missions Via Satellite 


Frank Pollard, pastor of FBC, Jackson, delivered a major address during the SBC meeting. 


Drama, Pageantry Resound 


Bold Mission Thrust Call 


KANSAS CITY, Mo. — A repeated 
call for Southern Baptists to re- 
spond to world needs with a massive 


Pastors Elect Bailey Smith 
As President In Kansas City 


Men attending the Southern Baptist 
Pastors’ Conference here voted their 
vice president up to president and 


Presidents past and present: Jimmy Allen and James Sullivan. 


President Answers 


Far-Ranging Queries 


During two press interviews, newly - 
elected president of the SBC, Jimmy 
Allen, fielded questions on most of the 
major moral issues among Southern 
Baptists, including homosexuality, 
women’s ordination, and abortion. 

On abortion, Allen, pastor of 9,000 - 
member FBC of San Antonio, Tex., 
told reporters “I don’t believe abort- 
ing a fetus before viability is murder 
theologically.”’ But he added, ‘I do 
believe in abortion on defhand. Soci¢t 
has a role in preserving the sacredn 
of life.” - 

Allen said he feels Southern Baptists 
need to move toward opening new di- 
mensions on opportunity for woman 
throughout church life. “We are mis 
sing a great untapped resource if we 
don’t do that,” he said. 

He sees the issue of ordaining 
women as a matter a local congrega- 
tion must determine for itself. He said 
he had not participated as yet in a wo- 
man's ordination in his.church. 

“I'm not as excited in the ordifiation 
of women as in freeing them for use 
service,” he-said. “The question is:, 


in the suame-light-a5 women's rights. 
‘ He told reporters he wants Southern 
Baptists to continue to —s 
ser vain etinemt kno 

sign” while i an un- 
drestanding with compassion and con 


“Allen said he believes a community 
has the right to determine what kind of 


models they want to have, referring to 
a Dade County, Fla., referendum 
which rescinded a non-discrimination 
law for homosexuals. He believes 
homosexuality is a disorder. 

He said that today is a time of matur- 
ing for Southern Baptists. “It’s a time 
for coming up grips with the world ina 
way we've never done before,” he 
said, referring to a proposal by Fresi- 
dent Jimmy Carter who has chal- 

ed his fellow Southern Baptists to 
double the mission force at home and 
abroad by 1982 through the use of vol- 
unteers. 

Asked. if Carter's involvement is a 
violation of separation of church and 
state, Allen replied, “I see President 
Carter as a very sincere churchman. 
There must be someplace in the life of 
a public official to be the Christian par- 
ticipant his convictions lead him to be. 

Converning the present charismatic 
movement in several churches within 
the SBC, Allen said he sees himself as 
being less threatened than some of his 


He said he feels there is a fresh 


lives.” 6 
Allen said that nobody ‘s making — 


y fora term 


heard twelve sermons — six of which 
were from non-Southern Baptists. 

The annual two day conference 
which provides a platform for what is 
generally considered to be ‘‘hot’’ 
preaching, where pastors take notes 
for later sermons of their own, elected 
Bailey Smith as its new president. 
Smith, last year’s vice president, is 
pastor of First Southern Baptist 
Church of Del City, Okla. 

Tne pastors chose Homer Lindsay, 
Jr., pastor of FBC, Jacksonville, Fla., 
as vice president, and John Hatch, 
pastor of Trinity Baptist Church in 
Fort Worth, Tex., as secretary - trea- 
surer. 

Warren Wiersby, pastor of Moody 
Church in Chicago, delivered three 
messages; Stephen Olford, who terms 
himself an ‘independent Baptist sort - 
of adopted by the Southern Baptists,” 
preached twice; and Clyde Narra- 
more, a Christian psychologist from 
Rosemead, Calif., spoke once. Nar- 
ramore is a member of a congrega- 
tional church. 

The pastors however, reserved their 
most thunderous applause for three 
Southern Baptists. 

Twoof them — W. A. Criswell of FBC 
Dallas, and R. G. Lee, pastor emeritus 
of Bellevue Baptist Church in Mem- 
phis — received standing ovations. 

Lee, drew a standing ovation even 


though he was absent. He was 
scheduled to speak at the closing ses- 
sion, but suffered a heart attack re- 
cently. He sent a taped message. 

The third — Adrian Rogers, current 


pastor of Bellevue — was interrupted . 


numerous times as he preached. 

Selection of the non-Southern Bap- 
tists drew criticism. Several pastors 
questioned the need to go outside the 
SBC for speakers when they are 
Southern Baptists who are exceltent 
preachers and Bible teachers. 

Smith, in a post - election interview, 
said he believes the pastors’ confer- 
ence ‘‘ought to feature Southern Bap- 
tists . . . ought to be predominantly 
Southern Baptists: We have some out- 
standing Bible teachers and 

Smith noted he is. ‘‘conservative,” 
and added he believes he was selected 
because of that. However, he said that 
he is not a member of the conservative 
Baptist Faith and Message Fellow- 
ship, and in fact, said he declined to 
write an article for a BFMF publica- 
tion, to speak at a BF MB conference in 
Arkansas 


“I appreciate these people, but I am 
content to preach the word within the 
context of the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention,” he said. ‘‘I would not join 
their group,”’ he said, while noting that 

(Continued on page 2) 


Mississippians Named 


To Convention Agencies 


Each year, a orie year committee on 
boards with representatives from 
every state Baptist convention meets 
to recommend members to fill vacan- 
cies on the various boards and agen- 
cies of the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion. Mississippians on this committee 
which reported to the 1977 meeting of 
the SBC were: Joe Tuten, pastor of 
Jackson’s Calvary Baptist Church and 
Larry Otis, Tupelo layman. 

The following Mississippians were 
elected by messengers to the conven- 
tion to fill allocated spots on various 
boards and agencies of the SBC. 
Clark McMurray, pastor of FBC, 
ascagoula, elected tothe SBC Execu- 


ble (Glenda) Sutherland, Jackson 
Mision Board 
for a term to expire in 1978 and Lewis 


Mississippians were elected 
members of the Baptist Sunday School 
Board. They are Tom O. Winstead, a 


g in 1979; Mrs. Kim * 


Clinton layman, to a term expiring in 
1978; Bobby C. Perry, pastor of FBC 
Moss Point, and Murry M. Alexander a 
Greenville layman, both to terms ex- 
Piring in 1961. 

Beverly Tinnin, pastor of FBC Meri- 
dian and William A. Crabill, Marks 
layman, both were elected to terms 
with the Annuity Board. Tinnin's term 
expires in 1980, and Crabill’s in 1981. 


Lewis Nobles, président of Missis- 
College, was elected to the board 
Seminary for a term 

ending in 1962. And Kermit McGregor, 
pastor of Temple Baptist Church in 
Hattiesburg. was shected to Midwest- 


Ao Ut 7 


was elected to the Christian Life 
¥ on until 1981. And Jerry 
ardaman, Starkville layman, was 
elected to the Historical Commission 
until 1980. 
Members of next year's Mississip- 
*s Committee on Boards are Eugene 
, pastor of FBC, Philadelphia, 
and Joe Macione, a Leland layman. 


mission thrust resounded throughout 
huge H. Roe Bartle Convention Center 
during the annual meeting of the Wo- 
man’s Missionary Union.~ 

Over and over, through drama and 
pageantry, speech choirs, music, 
sermons, speeches and panel discus- 
sions, the 5,000 Baptists attending the 
women’s convention heard pleas to 
“‘listen’’ to the needs of the world and 
respond. Theme of the convention was 
“‘World Listen.”’ 

There were complaints, however, 
about the sound system at the mas- 
sive, barn-like exhibition hall. Some 
said they had to strain to hear what the 
speakers were saying, and they had 

difficulty seeing the figures on the 
platform from seats almost 200 yards 
from the stage. 

The convention opened with a Bold 
Missions Rally on Sunday afternoon 
which featured a two - hour pageant 
dramatizing mssion efforts beginning 
with the creation of Adam and continu- 
ing through the present and into the 
fugure. 

Actors dramatized the past of mis- 
sions with vignettes on four stages 


spread 130 yards apart. They featured 
Adam; Abraham; King David; the 
Apostle Paul; pioneer Indian mis- 
sionaries David and John Brainerd; 
foreign missionary William Carey; 
Baptist missionary to China, Lottie 
Moon; and modern-day urban mis- 
sionaries in New York City, Don and 
Goldie Rh . 

Interspaced throughout the dramas 
was music by Jubilation, a six voice 
choral group from Grand Canyon Col- 
lege, Phoenix, Ariz., and orchestral 
music, provided by a 21-piece or- 
chestra. 

The dramatic narration’ was pro- 
vided by three young men who intro- 
duced themselves as “‘the missions 
triplets’’ — Gerald Darrell, and 
Harold Ware, ministries of youth and 
music for Baptist churches in Pauls 
Valley, Atoka, and Wewoka, Okla., re- 
spectively. 

Five Baptist missionaries and na- 
tionals who are the products of Baptist 
missions told the women of the needs 
of the people with whom they work, 
urging Baptists to pray specifically for 

(Continued on page 6) 


Cooper Sees Absorption 
Of Para-Church Groups 


With the passage of a mission volun- 
teer motion at the Southern Baptist 
Convention meeting in Kansas City, 
Owen Cooper, Yazoo City industrialist 
and former SBC president, sees the 
demise of two mission support organi- 
zations he helped organize. 

The resolution called for 5,000 per- 
sons to be enlisted and financed by in- 
dividuals, ehurches: or groups of 
churches to work a year or two in home 
or foreign missions. 

Cooper is involved with Agricultural 


Missions Foundation, a Baptist - oper-- 


ated fund raiser for agricultural mis- 
sion projects, and Universal Concern 
Foundation, which functions to prom- 
ote the gospel message in India, where 
preaching missionaries are currently 
not allowed. Southern Baptists operate 
only a hospital in India now. 

Cooper said ‘‘I think this resolution 
should result in the expansion of the 
number of people serving and enlarg- 
ing the number of channels through 
which they might serve. 

“Some laymen in groups who hither- 
tofore have not found a channel, have 
gone on their own,” he said. ‘’This will 
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probably make that unnecessary in 
the future.” 

Cooper, who said that his.church, 
FBC of Yazoo City has already voted to 
sponsor a volunteer missionary under 
the terms or the resolution, says that 
“Any para-church organization I'm 
involved with, I hope would be ab- 
sorbed."’ 


The resolution, which calls for the 
state mission boards, the Home Mis- 
sion Board, and the Foreign Mission 
Board, working with the WMU, 
Brotherhood, and Sunday School 
Board to enlist and utilize these volun- 
teers, was born in a luncheon Cooper 
and other Baptist leaders had with 
President Jimmy Carter in early 
June. 

Carter, who invited the men and 
women to Washington for the lun- 
cheon, challenged the group to take 
advantage of involving lay people in 
voluntary mission service, according 
to Cooper. The group included Cooper, 
Glendon McCullough, director of the 
Brotherhood Commission; Grady 
Cothen, Sunday School Board presi- 
dent; Baker James Cauthen, Foreign 
Mission Board executive secretary; 
Mrs. A. Harrison Gregory, WMU pres- 
ident; William G. Tanner, Home Mis- 
sion Board executive director; Porter 
Routh, executive secretary of the SBC 
Executive Committee; Fred Gregg, 


Board editor. 
said that Carter foid the 
group his thinking started back in 1968 
when Carter, just defeated in his first 
bid for Governor of Georgia, went on a 
layman’s crusade in Massachusetts. 
Cooper says that Carter’s witnessing 
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Sdsesiains te iciiivens Beatie 
Convention last week in Kansas City 
took stands on homosexuality, the IRS 
definition of “ 
religious liberty and emplo’ 
practices, permissiveness, 


ment 
juman 


rights, and world hunger among 14 re- 
™ solutions. ‘ 


They also refused to alter their pre- 
vious stand on abortion, which was 


this year which was a reaffirmation of 
the stand taken in Norfolk in 1976. A 
group of college students fought’ to 
have the resolution amended with 
stronger language but ran afoul of par- 
liamentary procedures. First vice- 
president Dotson Nelson ruled that 
last year’s action could not be 
amended; and before the reaffirma- 
tion statement could be amended, a 
motion to cyt off debate had forced a 
vote which carried in favor of the re- 
solution as it stood. 

The abortion question aparked the 
longest debate relative to the resolu- 
tions. Later in an interview one of the 
students declared that his group had 
fared bétter than h ad been expected in 
the reaffirmation statement written 
» this year. 

The resolution on homosexuality 
also occasioned a great deal of debate, 
a part of which was a tearful plea by an 
ex-homosexual not to adopt it. Finally, 
however, it was adopted as presented. 

The resolution pointed out a decline 
in moral integrity, a campaign to sec- 
ure ai 


vert the sacred pattern of marriage. . . 


It resolved “that the Southern Bap- 
tist Convention reaffirm the firm bi- 
blical resolution on homosexuality 
passed in Norfolk, Virginia in 1976 and 
commend Anita Bryant and other 
Christians during the recent referen- 
dum in Miami, Florida for their 
courageous stand aay the evils in- 
herent in 

Be it farther reskives thah-we shew 
compassion for every person in our 
society regardless of lifestyle, and 
earnestly pray for their redemption. 

Three of the resolutions declared 
appreciation for the host city and the 
convention officers and called for sup- 
port of the American Bible Society. 

The other resolutions follow. 

WORLD HUNGER 

Resolved, that we refer to the 
Executive Committee the need for a 
current report on present world 
hunger conditions. 

Be it further Resolved, that the 
Executive Committee be responsible 
for a study of how the Southern Baptist 
Convention may help meet this rising 
crisis, giving consideration to a convo- 
cation of related agency representa- 
tives and other interested persons in 
Southern’ Baptist Convention 


Resolved, that it (Convention) finds 
the amendments to § 1.6033-2 of the In- 
come Tax Regulations defining an “‘in- 
tegrated auxiliary” to be unaccepta- 
ble both scripturally and legally; and 

That it request the Baptist Joint 
Committee on Public Affairs to make 
this Convention's opposition known to 
the President, the Commissioner of In- 
ternal Revenue, the Congress, and, as 
appropriate, the judiciary. 


A number of tangential meetings oc- 
cured during SBC week which are not 
reported elsewhere. 

Thad Roberts, Jr., minister of music 
at South Main Baptist Church in Hous- 
ton, Tex., was elected president - elect 
of the Southern Baptist Church Music 
Conference. He will follow James C. 
McKinney of Fort Worth, who just 
started a two-year term. 

The newly - organized Association of 
Southern Baptist Campus Ministers 
chose Dick Bumpass of Annapolis, 
Md.., as their first president. Bumpass 
directs student ministries at the U.S. 
Naval Academy. 

Tom Roote, executive director of the 
Birmingham Baptist Association in 
Alabama, took over the reins of the 
Southern Conference of Direc- 
tors of Associational Missions. 

Mrs. Landrum Leavell II of New Or- 
leans became the new president of the 
Conference of Southern Minis- 
ters’ wives. Mrs. John iton of 
Ames, Iowa, is president - elect. 

The Southern Baptist py oe 


unchurched. 

tag "1 ave Declacdte 
Follow Jesus,” iri the Navajo lan- 
‘guage. 


K.C. Tangents 


os Sanaa pst Gove 


press our alarm at what seems to us to 
be EEOC’s (Equal Opportunity 


That we pledge our support of 
Southwestern Seminary as it protects 
both the Seminary’s religious rights 
and the rights of all who believe that 
religion-related education, financed 
from private funds, has a constitution- 
ally - protected place in our country. 

That we urge our pastors and lay 
members to be alert to the threats to 
religious liberty dramatized by 
EEOC’s suit and to express them- 
selves to public officials who serve in 
the legislative and executive branches 
of Government. 

That we request the officers and 
staff of this Convention and, especial- 
ly, the Baptist Joint Committee on 
Public Affairs to represent our in- 

and concerns in this matter. 


ON ENERGY AND 
NATURAL. RESOURCES 

We acknowledge that God created 
all that has been created‘ which in- 
cludes all natural resources he pro- 
vides for our use. 

God also charges us to be good ste- 
Sore with all ho placesy eur Giepes- 


Owe support our national leaders in 
their research and development of 
domestic energy including wise dis- 
tribution of all natural resources. 

It is also our prayer that our leaders 
will be endowed with wisdom to de 
velop a national policy which will be 
equitable to all citizens. 

HUMAN RIGHTS AND 
CERTAIN MISAPPLICATIONS 

Resolved, that we reaffirm our be- 
lief in the free exercise of religion as 
determined by a free conscience, and 
that we oppose any discrimination, 
legal or otherwise, against any indi- 
vidual based upon race, age,. gender, 
or nationality, and that in reaffirming 
our opposition to such discrimination, 
we also express our opposition to all 
government efforts to define discrimi- 
nation in such a way that ridiculous 
extremes, to the Christian 
faith and life, become the law of the 
land, such as the legalization of 
homosexual marriages, permitting 

children, 


hag eo father-son banquets or 
single-sex choirs sexually 
integrated housing and restroom 
facilities, requiring governmentally 
financed housing to be made available 
to persons living in adultery or forni- 
cation, prohibiting a draft law that 
applies to men only, and we urge all 
citizens to be active in opposing the 
adoption of such public policies: 
TORTURE 


Evidence of the reality of torture 
and its proliferation is underviable, 
even in our contemporary world, and 
torture is a sign of spiritual death and 
leads to increased moral blindness, 
producing fear, hatred, violence, and 
war, dehumanizes both the tor- 
turer and passed the person tortured. 

Therefore, be it Resolved that we 
the messengers to the Southern Bap- 
tist Convention, assembled in Kansas 
City, Missouri on June 16, 1977, do 
hereby condemn any use of torture as 
a sin against God and a crime against 


At a luncheon fellowship of the Bap- 
tist Faith and Message Fellowship, 
Bill Powell of Buchanan, Ga., editor of 
the organization's periodical, an- 
nounced he will issue a book on August 
15 called ‘The SBC Issue & Question.” 
He said he would cite by name between 
250 and 400 denominational personnel 
in the book which a printed announce- 
ment circulated to news personnel 


And at 6:40 a.m., on the first morn- 


ing of the convention, 56 participants 
in the fourth annual SBC Joggers 


Jubilee jogged. 


* 


humanity. We affirm that torture de- 
monstrates the very opposite of love 
and violates the will of God revealed in 
Jesus Christ. 


ABORTION : 

Resolved that this Convention reaf- 
firm the strong stand against abortion 
adopted by the 1976 Convention, and, in 
view of some confusion in interpreting 
part of this resolution we confirm our 
strong opposition to abortion on de- 
mand and all governmental policies 
and actions which permit this. 

(The 1976 resolution on abortion is as. 
follows: 


Protest Ty oO World ‘Hunger F ight 


Resolved, that the messengers to the 
Southern,Baptist Convention meeting 
in Norfolk in June, 1976 reaffirm the 
biblical sacredness dignity of all 
human life, incl life, and 

Be it further , that we call 
on Southern Baptists and all citizens of 
the nation to work to change those at- 
titudes and conditions which encour- 
age many people to turn to abortion as 
a-means of birth control, and 

Be it further Resolved, that in thé 
best interest of our society, we reject 
any indiscriminate attitude toward 
abortion, as contrary to the biblical 
view, and ( 

Be it further Resolved, that we also 
affirm our conviction about the limited 


personal counseling for the preserva-_ 
tion of life and health.) 

Resolved, that the Southern Baptist 
Convention in Kansas City in June 1977 
urge our churches and their members 
to sogive strong support to our Christian 

Life Commission’s leadership in pro- 
testing television’s use of illicit sex, 
casual violence, alcoholic promotion, 
materialism, vulgarity, and profanity. 

Be it further Resolved, that we reaf- 
firm our continuing opposition to such 
immoral practices as pornography, 
obscenity, child abuse, and the Ss poor 
tation of children in pornography, and 
gambling in all forms. 


Pictured left to right are new SBC officers Jimmy Allen, Olen Runnels, Richard 
Sutton, Martin Bradley, Lee Porter, and Porter Routh. ~ 


New SBC Officers 


KANSAS CITY — Jimmy Allen of ing 
San Antonio, Tex., heads an almost 
completely new slate of Southern Bap- 
tist Convention officers elected here. 

Allen, pastor of FBC, San Antonio, is 
the new president of the 12.7 million 
member body, James L. 
Sullivan, retired president of the 
Southern. Baptist Sunday School 
Board. 


Olan Runnels, pastor of Swope Park 
Baptist Church in the host city, and 
Richard Sutton, M.D., an orthopedic 
surgeon from Topeka, Kans., were 
elected first and second vice presi- 
dent, respectively. 

Martin Bradley, manager of the Re- 
search Services. Department of the 
Sunday School Board was chosen as 
recording secretary; and as registra- 
tion secretary, the messengers elected 
Lee Porter, consultant for senior 
adults, also working for the Sunday 
School Board. 

The only returning officer is Porter 
Routh who was re-elected as trea- 
surer. Routh, executive secretary - 
treasurer of the SBC Executive Com- 
mittee, is traditionally re-elected each 
year to the treasurer’s post. 

Other posts to which persons are 
generally re-elected as long as they 
wish to retain the posts..are those of 
recording and registration secretary. 
Clifton Allen and Fred Kendall both 
chose not tocontinue in the posts which 
they had held for a number of years. 
Allen has been recording secretary 
and Kendall has been registration sec- 


retary. 

The new was elected this 
year because Sullivan declined 
another of Southern Baptists’ tradi- 
tions — that of electing the president to 
a second year in office. Sullivan, 
elected last year at the convention in 
Norfolk, declined the second term, cit- 


“ceaseless air travel, constant 
Serical and emotional strains and ex- 
tended absences from home.” 

Allen was elected in a runoff with 
Jerry Vines, pastor of Dauphin Way 
Baptist Church in Mobile, Ala. 

Other nominations for the presi- 
dency were Clifton W. Brannon, 
evangelist from Longview, Tex.; Dot- 


son M. Nelson, pastor of Mountaia - 


Brook Baptist Church, Birmingham, . 
Ala.; Warren G. Hultgreen, pastor of 

FBC, Tulsa, Okla.; and Richard A: 

Jackson, pastor of North Phoenix Bap- 

tist Church, Phoenix, Ariz. 


Cooper Sees 


Absorption 


(Continued from page 1) 
team experiences 43 persons making 
spiritual commitments in a week's 
work. 

“It convinced him laymen could get 
something done,” says The 
group a Rifles | tera met after the 

decided to do something. 

they drafted the motion which they 
submitted to the SBC executive com- 
mittee and was subsequently adopted 
by the messengers. Cooper, an execu- 
tive committee member presented the 
motion to messengers. 

“President Carter said we could call 

on him for anything he could do so we 
decided to call on him to communicate 
his feelings to the convention,” says 


The group offered to write the text of 
Carter’s message for him, but he de- 
clined. ‘I want to write my own mes- 
sage,"’ Cooper quoted Carter as say- 
ing. , ‘ 


Our Folks 


James Richardson, left, pastor of First Baptist Church, Leland, consults with John 
Lee Taylor, right, pastor of Fitst Baptist Church, Grenada, and a member of the 


credentials committee for the convention. 


$63.4. Million Budget 
Set During Bold Advance 


Record budgets are commonplace 
for the ‘Southern Baptist Convention, 
and ers them each year 
in an ofthented psorchnog This year’s 
new record was $63.4 million. 

This includes a basis operating 
budget of $54 million and a -capital 
sate eeeeet MLAS OO Ror niece ot 

080,000. The remainder of the total 
budget i is taken up in a Challenge Bold 
Advance Budget of $8,320,000. 

The overall total is $8.4 million more 
than the budget for this year. The capi- 
tal needs budget is the same as this 
years, and the basic budget is $5 mil- 
dion more than this year’s. The Chal- 
lenge Operating Bold Advance Budget 
is $3.4 million more than the present 
budget. 

Missions will get $36,252,965 if the 
total basic budget is reached. This will 


“mean $26 million for the Foreign Mis- 


sion Board and $10,252,965 for the 
Home Mission Board. This amounts to 
67 per cent of the budget. 

The next largest amount will be 
going to the seminaries. Their total fi- 
gure will be $12,128,535. 

.The Radio and Television Commis- 
sion will have a figure of $2,750,000 in 
next year’s budget. The only other two 
figures above a half-million dollars 


are the Brotherhood Commission with 
$522,500 and the SBC opérating budget 
with $536,000. 

After the basic budget has been met 
the capital needs budget will be distri- 
buted on a formula that would send 
$100,000 to Golden Gate Seminary, 
$673,300 to Southwestern Seminary, 
$250,000 to Southern Seminary, and 
$56,700 to the Radio and Television 
Commission. 


The Bold Advance Budget will be 
distributed after the basic iting 
budget and the capital bi t 
are met. The largest portions of this 
budget will be $3,750,000 for the 
Foreign Mission Board and $2,750,000 
for the Home Mission Board. 


The total SBC operating budget will 
be $986,500 including $536,000 expected 
to come from the Cooperative Prog- 
ram. Other sources of income will be 
$36,000 expected from the dividends 
and interest and $414,500 expected 
from the Sunday School Board. It will 
be spent for convention expense, spe- 
cial committees, the Executive Com- 
mittee, the Baptist World Alliance, 
legal and auditing fees, building oper- 
ations, and a small item ($7,000) for 
Religion in American Life. 


Pastors’ Conference officers for this next year are (| to r) Bailey Smith, pastor of 
First Southern Baptist Church of Del City, Okla., president; Homer Lindsay, Jr., pastor 
of First Baptist Church, Jacksonville, Fla., vice president. Not-pictured is secretary- 
treasurer John Hatch, pastor of Trinity Baptist Church, Ft. Worth, Tex. 


(Continued from page 1) 

he believes the members of the BFMF 
are a ‘cross-section of Southern Bap- 

While he agrees with them theologi- 
cally, he said the main difference is 
one of ‘‘attitude . . . their attitude is 
that they want to have aseparate iden- 
tity.” 


- 


Pastors Elect Smith 


Smith, 38, is pastor of a church which 
runs in excess of 3,000 in Sunday 


Others nominated for the office of 
pastors’ conference-president were 
Homer Lindsay, Jr., who was elected 
vice president; and John T. Trippett, 
Jr., pastor of Calvary Baptist Temple, 
Savannah, Ga. 


Our Folks 


Talitha Edwards, member of First Bap- 
tist Church, Grenada, receives a word of 
congratulations and encouragement 
from Mrs. A. Harrison Gregory, president 
of the Woman's Missionary Union of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. Talitha is 
@ member of the Acteens National Ad- 
visory Panel and served as a page during 
the annual convention of the Woman's 
Missionary Union. 


Lolley Suggests Theology For Bold Mission Thrust 


teacher told delegates to the 22nd an- 
nual of the Southern Baptist 
Rel Association. 


igious 
William Hull, pastor of FBC 
Shreveport, La., ait uae tas nebeenal 


nary president, and a minister of 
counseling 


Albert McClellan, program plan- 
ning director arid associate executive 
secretary for the Southern Baptist 
Executive Committee, encouraged the 
pe Aaa cnt the example set by 

Jimmy Carter, a Southern 


ood cewine yl  apheh tnly “We 
cannot survive as the Bap- 
tist church in that way — there is just 
oon apart from the missions 


a theology for bold mis- 
sion to which McClellan referred, W. 
Randall Lolley, president of South- 


“allow the church to con- 

+inually broken reshaped,”’ disre- 
the aniquated tions 
a 
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who are sinners, for people to worship, 
to grow and to learn even in the midst 
of their human frailities?”’ he asked. 

“If we are to truly minister, we are 
obligated to care for man's needs 
whatever they are, wherever they are. 
If we don’t zero in on those very real 


Church, Memphis, president; Charles 
M. Lowry, director of the 

and Training Division of the Louisiana 
Lawrence Klempnsuer, minister of 
education and administration, Second 
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~_ 


BSSB Creates’ 


_ ‘New Position 


oo 


KANSAS CITY — Trustees of the 
Baptist Sunday School Board, 
Nashville in @ specifically - called 
meeting here approved creation of a 
new peta position, elected 
new personnel updated the institu- 
tion's bylaws. 

J. Ralph Mcintyre, pastor of 
Brainerd Baptist Church, Chat- 
tanooga, since 1959, was elected direc- 
tor of the board's church and staff sup- 
port division. 

'B. Elaine Dickson; on-special as- 
signment to the executive office of the 


‘board during the past year, was 


elected to the newly - created position 
of church services and materials 
coordinator. 

A native Texas, McIntyre is a 
graduate of Vanderbilt University, 
prerby. led attended Southwestern 

ptist Theological Seminary, Fort 
Worth. In 1970, the doctor of divinity 
degree was conferred on him by 
Florida Bible College, Miami, Fla. 
__He has Served as pastor of churches 
in Tennessee and Texas and has 
served on various board and agencies 
in Southern Baptist life. Currently, he 
is president of the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention and is a trustee of the Sun- 
day School Board. 

The church and staff support divi- 
sion includes the church administra- 
tion, church music, church library, 
church recreation, and church ar- 
chitecture nts. 

Miss Dickson, a native of Illinois, 
holds the B. S. degree from Southern 
Illinois University, the M. R. E. degree 
from Southwestern Baptist Theologi- 
cal Seminary, Fort Worth, and the Ed. 
D. degree from the Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Louisville. She 
has done additional graduate study at 
Illinois State University, Boston Uni- 
versity, and the NTL Institute for 
Applied Behavioral Science. 

In her new position, Miss Dickson 
will coordinate matters related to the 
Christian development, Bible teach- 
ing, and church and staff services di- 
visions. 

Trustees also approved changes in 
the institution’s bylaws to update ter- 
minology and trustee committee as- 
signments related to current organiza- 
tion. 


Golden Gate 


Honors Graves 


KANSAS CITY — Three hundred 
alumni, trustees and friends of Golden 
Gate Seminary honored Harold’K: 
Graves for 25 years of service as pres- 
ident of the Seminary during a Silver 
Jubilee Celebration at the Radisson 
Muehlebach. 

The rewards conferred by the trus- 
tees and alumni were many. 

Jesse C. Fletcher, trustee and pastor 
of First Baptist Church, Knoxville, 
Tenn., conferred upon Dr. Graves the 
title of president emeritus. E. Glen 
Paden, vice chairman of the trustees 
and pastor of First Southern Baptist 
Church, Sacramento, Calif., an- 


nounced that the main building of Gol- - 


deri Gate Seminary had been named 
the “Harold K. Graves Administration 
Building.” 

The president’s portrait, the work of 
San Francisco artist William J. Rader, 
was unveiled by Trustee Guy W. Rut- 
land, Jr., of Atlanta; Ga., chairman of 
the retirement and recognitions com- 
mittee. Graves was elected as a 
lifetime alumnus of the Seminary, and 
Trustees Chairman Charles A. Carter 
of Jackson, Miss., said President 
Graves would receive certain special 
retirement benefits, including a bonus 
and housing allowance. 

Graves received from Thomas A. 
Jackson, trustee and pastor of McLean 
Baptist Church, McLean, Va., a book 
of letters of commendation, including 
one from President Jimmy Carter, a 
Southern Baptist. 

Following Graves’ retirement July 
31, he and his wife, Frieda will con- 
tinue to live in Marin County, Calif. He 
has been commissioned by the trus- 
tees to write a history of Golden Gate 
Seminary, and he plans to do some 
teaching at the Seminary’s Phoenix 
Center in Phoenix, Ariz. 


« 


Frank Pollard, right, pastor of Ejrst Baptist Church, Jackson, 
is greeted following his address to the Southern Baptist Con- 
“Vention by Allen Webb, center, pastor of Ingalis Avenue Church, 
Pascagoula, and Mrs. Webb. Pollard’s message, ‘The World 


God Loves,” was the concluding address for the Tuesday evens..treasurer. = 


ing session. > 5 


Photos 
By 
Bill 


Sellers : 


Chuck Endsley, organist at Calvary 
Baptist Church, Jackson, was at the 
piano during the convention presenta- 
tion for “Let Church Reach Out 
through Preaching’and Teaching.” 


Bob Hamblin, left, pastor of Harris- 
burg Baptist Church of Tupelo and pres- 
ident of the Mississippi Baptist Conven- 
tion, visits outside the convention center 
arena with Jack Gregory, pastor of West 
Heights Baptist Church, Pontotoc. 


Diversity marks the profile of the 
new SBC president, Jimmy Allen. The 
pastor of FBC, San Antonio, Tex., Al- 
len, 49, has immersed himself in both 
denominational and community ac- 
tivities. A native of Hope, Ark,, Allen 
was educated in Texas and has held 
pastorates and denominational posi- 
tions only in Texas. 

Prior to 1968 when he went to his pre- 
sent pastorate, Allen served eight 
years as executive secretary of the 
Christian Life Commission of the Bap- 
tist General Convention of Texas. He 
has been pastor of Cockrell Hill Bap- 
tist Church in Dallas, FBC in Wills 
Point, and FBC at Van Alystyne. He 
held student pastorates at Evant, 
Hico, and Dublin. From 1948-50, he was 
Royal Ambassador Secretary in 
Texas. 

Married to the former Wanda Mas- 
sey of Brownwood, Tex., Allen 
graduated from Howard Payne Uni- 
versity in Brownwood, Tex., and 
earned the bachelor of divinity and the 
doctor of theology degrees from 
Southwestern Seminary at Fort 
Worth. The couple have three sons. 


James Yates, left’ pastor of First Baptist Church, Yazoo City, and Mrs. Yates chat 


the Stewardship Commission booth in the exhibit area. 


panel presentation at the Southern Baptist Convention entitled “Let the Church 

Reach Out through Preaching and Teaching.” The presentation was sponsored by and Mrs. McCall. Grass is Mrs. McCall's brother. Downtown Kansas City isin the 

the six seminaries and the Sunday School Board. , 
- 


Presidential Profile 


Allen was president of the BGCT 
from 1969-71 and was president of the 
San Antonio Community Welfare 
Council from 1973-74. He’s a trustee of 
Howard Payne College and a weekly 
columnist for the San Antonio Express 
News. He’s a member of the SBC 
Executive Committee and is im- 
mediate past president of Americans 
United for Separation of Church and 
State. 

Allen is a member of the BGCT: 
executive board, administrative 
committee, Christian Life Commis- 
sion, Christian Education Commis- 
sion, and chairman of the Urban 
Strategy Council. He’s chairman of the 
Planning committee for the San An- 
tonio mayor’s prayer breakfast for 
1977 and from 1972-76 had a television 
news commentary called ‘Moral Side 
of the News.” 

A participant in the planning confer- 
ence for the White House Conference 
of Civil Rights, Allen has‘a church 
that’s busy whether he’s there or not. 

He says the church operates on a 
“celebrating family concept,” with a 
very evangelistic outlook and is mis- 


Routh Scheduled To Retire 


KANSAS CITY, Mo. — The Execu- 
tivé Committee of the Southern Bap- 
tist’ Convention set in motion the 
machinery to select a success to 
executive secretary - treasurer Porter 
W. Routh. 

Routh is scheduled to retire from the 
chief administrative post of the 12.9 
million « member denomination Au- 
gust 1, 1979. 

The action authorizes 


ehairm 


Executive 


of the Executive Committee since 
1951. 

a denominational life for 
more years, Routh previous 
was editor of the Oklahoma Baptist 
Messenger and fiead of the depert- 
ment of statistics, survey and infor- 
mation for the Baptist Sunday School 


Smith, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Tifton, Ga., was reelected 


“From Top Administrative Post 


tives.”’ Seven state or regional conven- 
tions currently have fewer than the re- 
quired 250,000 resident Southern Bap- 
tists for Executive Committee re- 


Clarke Honors 


HA 
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Allen accepts congratulations. 


sion minded. ‘‘Putting hands to your 
heartbeat,” is what he says the church 
does in its daily life. Ministries of the 
church include: a street ministry, a 
soup kitchen which holds worship ser- 
vices at the request of patrons, a 
community house, free counseling 
service, a clinic, game wagon, 
ministry to internationals, and a 
" plan” family ministry. 


First Baptist Church has black, 
brown, Oriental, and Caucasian mem- 
bers. It “sort of looks like a little Un- 
ited Nations,” he says. 


Theologically, Allen says he’s ‘a 
theological conservative and a social 
application progressive." “I believe in 
the authority of the Word of God, in the 
Bible. . .I believe in putting the funda- 
menial truths of God into healthy ap- 
plication in the power of the Holy Spirit 
to change human nature.” 


of 


wW.L. 


; 


a 


“| ve 


° 4 


Mr. and Mrs. David Roddy, right, chat with W. R. Ro 
with Frank Gunn, right, pastor of First Baptist Church, Biloxi, They were standing at tative for the Annuity Board. Roddy, minister of educa 


Evelyn George, left, consultant in the Mississippi Church Cleamon Downs, second from left, associate professor at William Carey College, is 
Training Department, wes assistant secretary-treasurer for the congratulated following his addregs to the Southern Baptist Music Conference. 
SBC Religious Edutation Association. She is with Neta Stewart, Donald Winters; dean of music at Carey,.is at left: and others left to right are Paul 
dean of women at Southwestern Seminary, who waS Becretary- Bobbitt, president of the SBC Music Conference, and Dan Hall, director of the 
Departihent of Church Music for the Mississippi Baptist Convention Board. 


berts, the Mississippi represen- 
on at First Baptist Church, 


Jackson, gave a testimony at the SBC Religious Education Association Conference 
on “The Church and Missions.” 


Two Vicksburg pastors visit on the sidewalk following a session of the SBC 
Pastors’ Conference. At right is Paul Brooks, pastor of Woodlawn Baptist Church; 


John Lee Taylor, center, pastor of First Baptist Church, Grenada, participates ina and second from right is John McCall, pastor of First Baptist Church, Others from left 
are John Grass, pastor of Paraporone Baptist Church, Shackleford, Va., Pah 


background. 


CB Handles 


Have 


Religious Tendencies 


By Dan Martin 

KANSAS CITY — Baptist good bud- 
dies flooded Channel 19 as they con- 
voyed to Kansas City and the Southern 
Baptist Convention. 

Folks like the Tuna Fish Lady, Mon- 
goose, Missions Man, Shepherd, Solid 
Rock and many a Preacher Man kept 
the yackety yack going as they filled 
the air as well as the highways. 

“The truckers didn’t even get to talk 
about the smokies (police), because 
we were so busy talking about the con- 
vention and the Lord,”’ said Missions 
Man, who goes by the name of Hal 
Crane, when not using his handle. 

“‘We had a real convoy going from 
St. Louis to Kansas City,”’ said Crane 
who is director of missions for the 
Miehigan Baptist Convention. ‘There 
were probably 15 people talking about 
the convention.”’ 


Missions Man started talking to The * 


Mongoose, arid they got up a lunch 
date. Crane stopped at a highway re- 
staurant and was joined by Bob 
Gattney, a pastor from Macon, Ga., 
The Mongoose. 

“We had a wonderful time fellow- 
shiping,”' Crane said. 

As he got back on the road, Crane 
heard a message from the Shepherd. 
He asked if it was the Shepherd from 
Gaylord, Mich., and got a big 10-4. 

“It was John Besse, one of our mis- 
sion pastors. We switched over to 
Channel 20, and J learned more about 
his work than I have in several 
months, from reading the reports. 

“Four or five other guys also 
switched over and they learned a lot 
about our work in Michigan,” Crane 
added 


The Missions Man and the Tuna Fish 
Lady (Marilyn Hall of Hawk Point, 
Mo.) both remember listening to a 


rom A 


, N. J. (RNG) — 1 
ceremony on here at- 
tended by some 6,000 people, Gov. 
Brendan T. Byrne of New Jersey 

into law legislation permitting 
dev of casino gambling in At- 
lantic City. New Jersey voters ap- 
proved casino gambling for Atlantic 
City in a referendum last November. 


“that it was a 


Alabaman ‘‘sounded like.a preacher . . 
. long and loud,” but the Missions Man 
was more diplomatic, saying only that 
the Southerner ‘‘sure did have a loud 
unit.” 

Others Crane remembers in their 
convoy were the Sky Pilot and the 
Bootlegger, both of whom are Florida 
pastors. 

Blue Pencil, motoring up from 
Memphis, eavesdropped on a conver- 
sation between Preacher Man and the 
Rambling Rebel. 

“The Rebel is a truck driver hauling 
electronic equipment from New York 
to San Jose, Calif., and the Preacher 
Man is a pastor in North Carolina. 
They got to talking.and found out they 
live about 20 miles from each other,”’ 
Blue Pencil said. 

He noted the two CBers got into a 
longer coriversation and found out the 
trucker is a Southern Baptist layman. 
Before it was all over they decided to 
get together with their families for 
dinner. 

Blue Pencil also had a conversation 
with another Preacher Man, this one 
from East Tennessee. 

‘* “He wanted to follow me on in, but 
decided he would stop and eat a bite. 
When he signed off, he told me, ‘If I 
don’t see you at the SBC, I'll see you in 
heaven.’ 

“An unidentified voice cracked over 
the radio, ‘Now, that’s confidence if I 
ever heard it.’ 

“Preacher Man came back and said, 
‘That's not confidence. It comes from 
knowing the Lord’.” 

Another Preacher Man paid careful 
attention to handles of those in his 
range. ‘ 

“There was. the North Carolina 
Watchman, the Good News Man from 

Fiorida , e 


‘real preacher mar.’ ** 

But this particular Preacher Man — 
Jerry Stevens, pastor of Calvary Bap- 
tist Church of Columbus, Miss. — 
found so many other CBers who use the 
Preacher Man handle that he had to 
become Preacher Man from Missis- 


sippi to -is“identity for the 
rea otis trp. z 
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' A ‘Good’ Convention 


Following all Southern Baptist com 
ventions, it is a practice of the editors 
amongst us to try to analyze the latest 
one, On occasion we'try to determine if* 
the convention just past was a good one 
or one not so good. Yet such an evalua-: 
tion is difficult to determine. 

At each convention Southern Bap- 


__Editorials 


presentations involving the image- 
magnification screens were used for a 
number of reports this year. What had 
beerrdull and ordinary was trans- 
pane into something vivid and excit- 


was especially apparent ina 
combined report by the Radio and 


tists gather to vote their convictions- Television Commission and the 


concerning a great variety of issues. 
We may not all agree with the final 
conclusions, and years later some 
messengers may change their minds 
from the positions held at earlier con- 
ventions. 

So conventions merely represent the 
positions of the majority of messen- 
gers present at a given session and vot- 
ing. Hopefully, any such action will 
also represent a cross-section of 
Southern Baptist thought on the issues 
considered. 


There was a time when voting 
strength varied from year to year as 
the predominant thought of the area of 
the meeting site was reflected. This 
was because of the greater ease of at- 

for those nearer the conven- 
tion site. Travel all over the nation is 
easy now, and costs don’t seem to bea. 
great factor. Thus it seems that con- 
ventions have reached a steady course 
of a moderate nature that continues 
from year to year. This is good—very 
good indeed. 

So it would seem that there would be 
no reason to judge any convention in 
any way but as a good one. The one 
just held was a good one. 

Press people take advantage of pre- 
ferred seating at the front of the meet- 
ing hall. This is necessary if they are to 
cover the proceedings. The SBC provi- 
sions for reporters have reached. a- 
sophisticated stage that is marvelous 
to contemplate and includes closed 
circuit television and individual ear- 
phones in a press room equipped with 
typewriters. A reporter can cover the. 
convention and not leave the press 

_room. He is furnished all the informa- 
tion he needs right there. 

Thus a state paper editor is not likely 
to view the convention from*the 
perspective of a messenger in a far 
corner of the meeting hall where the 
only contact is through the medium of 
the new image magnification system, 
which has been in use for about four 
years. For those who have not at- 
tended a Southern BaptistConvention 
recently, we can meet only in buge 
buildings capable of seating 14 
16,000. In order to provide a better vis- 
ion for the thousands sitting too far 
away to see, the Radio and Television 
Commission annually provides 
images on larger-than-life screens on 
each side of the platform. 

This new system has opened doors to 
all sorts of new visual concepts by 
means of electronics. Multi-media 


. five-minute 


Foreign and Home Mission boards. 
The report included a live, televised 
presentation of an interview with two 
missionaries in Hong Kong. The 
transmission was 
achieved by means of satellite com- 
munications. To go along with the con- 
vention theme of ‘Let the Church 
Reach Out” the report was titled ‘‘Let 
the Church Reach Out—by all 
Means—to all People—Everywhere.”’ 
During the report, NBC newsman Ray 
Cullin, a Baptist from Los Angeles who 
was on the stage in Kansas City, inter- 
viewed missionaries Jerry Juergens 
and Daniel Cheung, who were on a 
street in Hong Kong. They were shown 
on the image magnification screens. 

Two satellites were used in relaying 
their images to the convention hall. It’ 
was a marvelous display of the pos- 
sibilities of televised communications. 

To achieve our goal of evangelizing 
the world during this century will re- 
quire such methods, and they cost a 
great deal of money. During the con- 
vention the messengers adopted a 
Stewardship Commission recommen- 
dation that Baptists accept a goal of 
, doubling Cooperative Program gifts to 
state conventions from $150 million to 
$300 million by 1982 and'to increase it 
again to $1.2 billion by the year 2,000. 
In addition the convention adopted a 
recommendation by its Executive 
Committee authored by Mississippian 
Owen Cooper, an Executive Commit- 
tee member, that calls for a volunteer 
force of 5,000 persons who would be 
funded by churches or individuals 
beyond the goals suggested by the 
Stewardship Commission. 

These proposals for implementing 
Bold Missiena_ were probably 
the most significant actions of the con- 
vention. 

Messengers refused to alter two 
concepts already in use. They were 
public disclosure of SBC executives’ 
salaries and a two-year term for the 
president. Salary figures are availa- 
ble, according to the SBC Business and 
Financial Plan, by writing the agen- 
cies. The president is allowed a two- 
year term, and this was not altered. 

The convention took a stand oppos- 
ing ‘the evils inherent in homosexual- 
ity’ while at the same time showing 
“compassion for every in our 
society regardless of life style."’ 

It refused to alter its stand on abor- 
tion, which calls for abortion only in 
cases of dire circumstances. 
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The convention adopted a five-point 
Christian Life Co recom- 
mendation to ‘‘c 
television’s > confront 
its impact; use discernment re- 
garding television; and to communi- 
cate their convictions about television 
to station and network officials as wel] 
as. congressional tives, the 


representa’ 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, and advertisers. . about current 
television programmings.” 


The U. S. Ambassador to the United 
Nations, Andrew Young; 
tion to speak to the convention had 
caused a great deal of comment, deli- 


vered a ringing message 
tion. This preacher of? ide-- 
nomination declared « the only 


hope of reconciliation between nations 
of the world lies in an application of 
Christian principles. 

Finally, the convention elected a 
new president who should be one par- 
ticularly qualified to lead in the early 
days of Bold Missions. He is 
Jimmy Allen, pastor of First 
Church of San Antonio, Texas. His 
church is at work ministering to 
everyone it can find in a downtown 
area of one of America’s poorest cities. 
He describes himself as a conserva- 
tive in biblical understanding and a 
progressive, active applier of the gos 
pel in our kind of society. He said, ‘‘I 
am going to take, as the Southern Bap- 
tist mainstream always has, the Bible 
as authortative and move aggres- 
sively. to apply that to whatever issues 


we face in society and in our lives.’ He. 


said he will continue to respond crea- 
tively te world hunger problems on all 
levels and to the total application of the 
gospel to life. He added that he be- 
lieves this will result in a high profile 
for evangelism because when the gos- 
pel is authenticated with action, even 
the skeptics will respond. 

With that sort of leadership we 
should be able to move confidently into 
the years of Bold Missions. 

Frank Pollard, pastor of First 
Church, Jackson, delivered a message 
during the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion; and John Claypool, pastor of 
Northminster Church, Jackson, deli- 
vered the closing message forthe , 
Woman’s Mission Union meeting, Bill 
Hardy, minister of education for First 
Church, Columbus, chairman of the 
trustees for the Brotherhood Commis- 
sion, presented the report to the con- 
vention for that commission. 

Joe Tuten, pastor of Calvary 
Church, Jackson, and Larry Otis, 
Tupelo layman, served on the commit- 
tee on committees; and John Lee 
Taylor, pastor of First Church, Gre- 
nada, served on the credentials com- 
mittee. . 


The Annual Gathering 


More thari 16,000 Southern Baptists 

, convened last week at their annual 

,8et-together. They heard speeches, 

‘discussed issues, wrestled with resolu- 

‘tions, were subject to elaborate 

multi-media presentations, and vis- 
ited with each other. 

Most of those attending were 
preachers and their wives. Many 
others were other church staff mem- 
bers.and denominationat empioyees. 
Very likely, fewer than 10,000 of the 
35,000 churches were represented at 
the Southern Baptist Convention held 
last week in Kansas City. 

A great deal of expense and exten- 
sive preparation went into the prog- 
ramming for this meeting. Possibly 
the total cost of the convention, includ- 

ing the expenses of those attending, 
one reach $7 million. 


Blessings In Montana 


Dear Sir: 

I read with interest and much ap- 
preciation your recent editorial in The 
or Record ‘‘The Acts in Mon- 

~ scant you for this excellent 


+), the Lord! 


Most of this, of course, is spent by the 
messengers rather than in the cost of 
programming; but the price tag for 
the latter is considerable. 

More than likely, all of the prepara- 
tion and the expense is put forth for no 
more than one-tenth of one per cent of 
the members of Southern Baptist 
Churches. Is it worth all of the trouble 
and expense to have a convention 
When no more Southern Baptists than 
16,000 or so are able to attend? It 
should be worth it, for we must con- 
tinue to have conventions. This is one 
of the factors that hold us together. It 
can be worth it if those who attend will 
not forget to carry the reports back to 
those who couldn’t go. 

A great deal of time was spent this 
year in promoting Bold Missions. 
This is a concept that was 


word of encouragement. 

God is continuing to bless in 
miraculous ways but the needs are still 
so great that we continue to need the 
undergirding of Southern Baptists. 
Unless something happens we look for 
arecord year in starting new churches 
and also in baptisms. I expect other 
to be broken as well. Praise’ 


Roy W. Owen 
Executive Director 
Northern Plains Baptist Convention ' 


Our Old People 


Some are put in homes to be forgot- 
ten. Others are put there by choice. 
Some have no one to care for them, so 
‘the nursing home is their home. 

But quite a few have families who 
poe Sere case S Sobers wah oid 


old folks 


are put in a nursing home, at they 
oe lost from their home 

But the of our registered 
nurses, practical nurses, nurse's 
aides, and doctors, we can 


if & WOihié “They love them too much to-- 
' part with them. And for some there is 
‘no other choice. And when 


adopted last year in Norfolk, and this 
year’s convention gave a substantial 
amount of time in refining it and 
promoting it. 

Yet Bold Missions will fall 
on its face if the messengers to the 1977 
Southern Baptist Convention go home 
and forget about it. 

Bold Missions 
acceleration of our efforts to fulfill our 
responsibilities as set forth in the 
Great Commission. 

Baptists are long on projects and 
promotional efforts. Some of them live 
and some dwindle away for lack of in- 
terest. Bold Missions must be 
woes alive. Those who received the im- 

petus applied at this convention must 
be the ones to carry the enthusiasm to 


is simply an 


Fourth of July when I was growing 
always meant Reunion at 
“(B sndma Washbura’s . It meant 
tubs of lemonade and Grandma’ 's 
lemon cheese cake and : kinfolks 
you had not seen all year. 
day I first heard my red - haired 
cousins, Ralph and James 
talk about their plans to attend Baylor 
University. At last I have visited this 
illustrious school for the first time. I 
am not unimpressed. 
When I was packing to come here I 
found in a corner of my suitcase the 
address of Mrs. W. C. Harrison, 1809 S. 
10th St., Waco. For several years I 


have been doing research on Baptists 
of Brazil. Because of this, I had ex- 


Last Saturday I called her, and got 
an immediate invitation to to Colum- 
bus Avenue Churcif with her on Sun- 
‘day, and to have lunch at her house. To 
listen to her teach a class of adult 
women in Sunday School was a joy I 
had never expected to have. 

Columbus Avenue Church is expand- 
ing the sanctuary. We met for worship 
in er took to be either a fellowship 
hall or adjoining assembly rooms. 
Anyhow, there was a wall down the 
middle. Pastor Marshall Edwards’ 
pulpit was in a doorway, and the pastor 
faced the edge of the door facing. Thus 
he could turn and see the people on 
either side. He said, “We're d re doing 
what the Bible told us to do: ‘Let not 
your left hand know what your right 
hand does.’ ” 

Going to Helen Harrison’s house was 


. like taking a one-day trip toBrazil. In 


the dining room there hung pictures of 
her parents, William Buck and Anne 
Luther Bagby, who began Southern 
Baptist mission work in Brazil in 1881. 

My hostess told me about her trip to 
Brazil last fall to celebrate the Golden 
Jubilee of the Baptist school in Porto 
Alegre — founded by her sister Alice 
and directed by herself for over 20 
years — and to celebrate the Diamond 
Anniversary of the School founded by 
her parents in Sao Paulo in 1902. She 
was wearing a diamond ring given her 
at the celebration in Sao Paulo in rec- 
ognition that she was the school’s first 
pupil. She remembers her first day at 
the school’s kindergarten when she 
was 18 months old because the teacher 
mentioned the way she was holding 
her hands and she sat on them to hide 
them! 

She showed me her wedding picture, 
taken in Brazil when at age 39 she 


East Salem Church 


State Missions Spark 


By Troy Smith, Pastor 
East Salem Ba Church 

Many of-you saw the film strip on 
missions last summer which showed 
many projects our mission money had 

' helped to support. One of the churches 
on that film strip was East Salem Bap- 
tist Church in Leakesville, Ms. I am 
the pastor of East Salem and briefly I 
would like to share our story with you. 
God’s hand is visible all the way 
through it. 

In 1974 East Salem had been closed 
for three years. Shortly before the 
church was reopened, there was a sur- 
vey taken by some concerned people. 
This survey determi that there 
were not enough le in the com- 
munity interested enough in attending 
church to warrent-reopening the 
church. However, there was a small 
group of dedicated people here. ‘‘Bor- 
rowing"’ the pastor from a nearby 
church, they began having Sunday af- 
ternoon services. This pastor soon felt 


others the convention and that it would be better for church to 
keep the interest at a high pitch. find a pastor of their own. 
Letters To The Editor 


make them feel secure, safe and most 
of all to feel that they are loved and 
wanted. We all can give them this by 
caring for them, helping them, under- 
standing them and all of the workers of 
a nursing home can do this, too. When 
an old person comes to you and. says 
this is my home now, we really want it 
to be their home for it is their home. So 
let us fill their home with love, under- 
= wanting and a true desire to 


_ ene if we live we will get old 
. Growing older each day, 


Rita Hunt ~ 
Roxie,Ms and 


Bluff Springs Rebuilds 


Dear Editor: 
On April 5, 1975, Bluff Springs 


ing capacity for 350 people. The educa- 


tion building has 11 Sunday School \ Al 


ot kitchen, assembly room, 
and a pastor’s study. De 
Day speaker will be Don 
of religion and 
philosophy Carey. Morni 
service is at 11 a.m. followed by lunce 


dic 
Stewart, 


Church (Pike) burned to the founda. 


in Fellowship Hall with afternoon sing- 
ing at 1 p.m. and dedication Service at 
2 p.m. The new structure is valued at 
eg The remaining debt is only 


following the fire, wor- 
alps was os held beneath the trees on the 
church parking lot. Later, Sunday 
School was moved to a vacant family 
resident. Regular worship was held in 


An old community store donated by the. - 


Allen family. An organ was loaned by 
Christine 


such a 


married a missionary widower, W. C. 
Harrison. (He died several years ago. ) 
I saw, too, the pictures of her son and 
daughter and grandchildren. 


Other luncheon guests were Mrs. 
Dora Mae Herring (I visited First 
Church with her on Sunday night); 
Mrs. Isabell McDonald; Doris Good- 
rich Jones, puppeteer and Mrs. Harri- 
son’s cousin; Olindina Carvalho, Mrs. 
Harrison's friend and companion from 
Brazil; Eni Gruski, one of Mrs. Harri- 
son's Brazilian‘‘daughters’’; and 
Eni’s friend, Linda da Silva, from New 
York and Brazil. 


Amid butterflies and dolls and cow- 
boy hats and other mementoes from a 
certain South American country, we 
sat down to a delicious Brazilian meal 
of soupy black beans and yellow rice, 
cooked with beef and served with veg- 


etables arid chicken. We generously 
sprinkled the beans with farinka. 


I noticed a Portuguese Bible verse in 
attractive script on the patio: Eu e 
minha casa serviremos ao Senhor Jos. 
24:15). Mrs. Harrison — as full of 
energy and wisdom and love and 
laughter as anybody I ever saw — said, 
“Oh, I wanted to dedicate my house 
and my new patio to the Lord. I was 
away when the workers poured the 
concrete and when I got home it was 
almost dry. I asked the Lord to help me 
write this before it was too late. I grab- 
bed an ice pick and wrote as fast as I 
could without measuring the letters. 
When I saw it looked so nice, I said, 
‘Lord, you did it — not I!’ ” 


In English the verse means, ‘‘As for 
me and my house, we will serve the 


Book Reviews 


HOW TO MAKE YOUR CHURCH 
HUM by Paul W. Powell (Broadman, 
$2 pp., $2.50) The subtitle is ‘‘Spiritual 
and practical keys to effective leader- 
ship.” There are thirteen short parag- 
raphs of fresh, workable methods and 
plans for growth. This book clearly 
points the way. 


HEART TO HEART by Robert G. 
Lee (Broadman, 151 pp., $4.95) Robert 
Greene Lee, a pulpit giant, at the age 
of 90, pulls out all of the stops as he 
extols the King of kings and Lord of 
lords. These messages will inspire 


The first Sunday I came to East 
Salem there were 13. people 
present—my wife and I, our two chil- 
dren, my wife’s mother and father, 
and seven people from the community. 
Our offering was $19. They asked me if 
I would consider coming as pastor. Ina 
couple of weeks they called me unani- 
mously. 

From the very first God blessed our 
little church. The first year we led in 
baptisms in our association, and for 
three straight years we have seen con- 
sistent growth. What has happened 
has been a modern-day miracle. 

Within the first year we voted to 
build a new sanctuary that would seat 
150. We had no money to start, but with 
money we received from the Missis- 
sippi Baptist Convention we poured 
the foundation. All the panelling was 
donated by the First Baptist Church of 
Lucedale. We went into this program 
on faith trusting God to provide, and 
He did. Within a few months we were in 
our new sanctuary. Our Sunday School 
was growing. By the time we finished 


4 , 
into the present education building 
within six months after the fire. A pri- 
vate foundation from out of state do- 
nated $3,900 that was to be used in 
making the education building more 


te 


Church now stands as a 


hc el 


you, cause you to rejoice, and make 
life meaningful. They include: The 
Perfect City, Roses Will Bloom Again, 
Seven Eyes Upon One Stone, The Sav- 
ing Name of Jesus, The Destruction of 
Sin, and From Death to Life. These are 
love gifts from one of the world’s mag- 
nificent preachers of the gospel. 


BROADMAN COMMENTS July - 
Sept. 1977 (Broadman, 96 pp., $1.50) )/ 
This quarterly format is provided tot 
‘expand the usefulness of comments to 
Sunday School teachers and members. 


Growth 


the sanctuary, we had classes meeting 
outside and on the church bus. We even 
had a class meeting in the living room 
of my house trailer. Less than a year 
after we had begun our sanctuary, we 
voted unanirhously to build a new 
two-story educational building. Last 
October we moved into it. Again we 
received help bei Mississippi Bap- 
tists. 

We voted last October to buy new 
pews, and we have had some money 
donated toward them. (Again, First 
Baptist Church, Lucedale sent help.) 
However, it seems that we will have to 
use the old slat wood pews for a while 
longer. We have voted to build a new 
sanctuary. The one we built two years 
ago is full. We will wait to put our new 
pews in our new 600 seat sanctuary. 

We will build this as God provides 
the money. When He gives us enough, 
we will pour the foundation. Through 
all of these. building programs, we 
have never had a dissenting vote on 
anything God has given us to do. Christ 
has kept us in perfect harmony. ~ 


other churches, businesses, and a host 
of interested individuals. Our. conven- 
tion leadership acting threugh the dis- 
aster fund really does care about ALL 
churches. In closing may we say thank 
you to all who helped. Perhaps you 
~ could join us by singing as your first 
hyron, ‘‘To God Be the Glory, Great 


materials, and “Things He Has Done’’. You can rest 
% ta we will be singing it from now 


“Rev. Jimmy Bazemore 
Pastor, Bluff Springs 


‘ 
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John Jéter Hurt Edi 


By Jennifer Bryon 


SAS CITY, Mo..— After 30 
years of attending Southern Baptist 
Conventions and upsetting Baptist 
applecarts»one of Southern Baptists’ 
leading journalists attended his last 
one as an editor. 

“Things were different when I came 
on.the scene,” says John J. Hurt, 68, 


. fetiring editor of the Texas Baptist 


Standard-in Dallas. “We've changed 
and, for the most part, it's for the bet- 
ter.” 

A few areas haven't changed, how- 
ever He says he gets tired of every 
speaker calling the convention great. 
There have been no new jokes and few 
new illustrations. 

‘When I came on the scene, a half 
dozen men largely charted the course 
for the Southern Baptist Convention 
and the Executive Committee,” he 
continued. ‘If they agreed on some- 
thing, itwould go through.” 

One of the great moments Hurt has 
seen at SBC meeting was in 1954 when 
J.B. Wea , then chairman of 
the Christian Life Commission, 
brought a report to the convention to 
endorse the Supreme Court ruling on 
civil rights. The report stated that the 
New Testament demanded that much 
‘and more. After debate, the SBC pas- 
sed the report. 

‘That may seem like a small thing, 
but you never move a democracy with 
great strides,’’ Hurt pointed out. ‘‘You 
must keep the tension on over a period 
of years. We get there more slowly but 
more effectively.” 

The convention now has a much 
larger body, which is better educated, 
better informed, and is a body which 
has ideas, Hurt said. oe 

The size of the SBC is one of its 
greatest problems, believes Hurt. 
Only seven or eight thousand people 
attended the convention when Hurt 
became editor of the Georgia Christ- 
ian Index, Atlanta, ip 1947. He feels 
such large groups as the ones now re- 
spond more to.emotion than to logic. 

“Our committees have gotten so 
large that they are a congregation in- 
stead of a deliberative body trying to 
make decisions,” said Hurt. 

The SBC has always been preacher - 
oriented and will be, he believes, as 
long as it opens on Tuesday and closes 
on Thursday: 

“‘My editorial for convention week 
says it is a convention of preachers and 
denominational staff, not the people. 
I'd like to see the convention sessions 
extend over the weekend so more 


A former Mississippian, Jack Farmer, second from left, of Birmingham, Ala., visits 
with Mississippians at the Mississippi College booth at the convention. Others left té” 


laymen and women could atfend.”’ 

One of Hurt’s most memorable con- 

ventions was the time the president. R. 
G, Lee, had to leave the president’s 
chair to make an appeal to the conven- 
Sion to keep from splitting over a mo- 
tion that had been presented to the 
body. 
“‘That’s the only time I recall such a 
thing having to be done, but Lee put his 
reputation on the line and appealed to 
the convention for peace. The motion 
was defeated,” recalled Hurt. 

Hurt says the SBC has had some 
“duds” for presidents, but because of 
the convention’s democracy, it has 
survived. 

“However, the overall level of our 
presidents has been exceptionally 
high.” 

It’s time that a democracy the size of 
the SBC recognize that most presi- 
dents if elects are more than “merely 
available. 

“There is nothing wrong with a man 
wanting an office of influence if his 
motives are for Christian leadership,” 
said Hurt. ‘I’m skeptical of these 
nominating speeches which insist God 
has inspired the nomination.” 

He feels the SBC is primarily a time 
for fellowship and inspiration. 

“‘We fight our battles, forget them, 
and go home with a greater determi- 
nation for missions.” 

Missions is what comes to Hurt’s 
mind when he thinks of Southern Bap- 
tists and the word frequently appears 
in his conversations about them. 

“It started with: Missions: Advance 
under Therow Rankin, former execu- 


right are Van Quick, vice president of student affairs at Mississippi College; Norman 
Gough, director of public relations at the college; and Bill Baker, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Clinton. Farmer, now pastor of Ensley Baptist Church in Birmin- 
gham, was formerly pastor of Center Terrace Baptist Church in Canton. 


Church Music Group 
Elects New President 


KANSAS CITY — Members of the 
Southern Baptist Church Music Con- 
ference elected a new president, made 
a constitutional change, and noted 
growth in its 20 year history during a 
two - day meeting here. 

James C. McKinney of Fort Worth, 
Tex., dean of Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary’s school of 
music, was elected president for a two 
- year term. He succeeds Paul Bobbitt 
of Jacksonville, Fla., music secretary 
for the Florida Baptist. Convention. 
Thad Roberts, Jr., 50th Main Baptist 
Church, Houston, Tex., was named 
president-elect. He will succeed 


Kansas City in 1956. It became a real- 
ity in 1957 when the group gathered at 
the Conrad Hilton in Chicago. 
McKinney was elected president by 
- a mail vote of the organizatitn’s 900 
members e 


“We vote by mail so the members 
who can’t come to the convention will 
Bobbitt: 


sociation of Virginia’s Church Music 
Department, denominational vice 
; Max Lyall of Golden Gate 


- 


Baptist . 

“It’s much deeper than that,” says 
Jack Harwell, editor of the Christian 
Index who served as associate editor 
under Hurt. ‘‘He has a soft spot for 
missions. It’s his concept of the gospel. 
He believes the call to be a Christian is 
a call to world missions. Hurt believes 
foreign missions holds Baptists to- 
gether.” é 

“Southern Baptists have never been» 
reluctant to make decisions and get 
involved if they are informed,” said 
Hurt. “We must get them mobilized 
for Bold Missions.” - 

He has taken upon himself to keep 
Southern Baptists informed over the 
years. He has prodded agencies and 
boards and attacked issues to get the 
facts for th le. : 

Because-of this, Hurt, the dean of 
Southern Baptist journalists, has been 
labeled crusty, stubborn and outspo- 
ken. He is 

“My friends say I’ve been a thorn in 
the side of everybody™mpd I think 
they’re correct,” says Hurt as a smile 
pushes wrinkles across his face. 

Pointing out that by now most ad- 
ministrators sheuld know that criti- 
cism never hurt, he says he thinks 
editors should be outspoken. 

“T’ve never betrayed that trust,” 
grinned Hurt. ‘You never get any- 
thing unless you ask. Sometimes you 
have to scream.” 

Hurt has been outspoken about 
closed Executive Committee meetings 
and about reports which are adopted 
routinely. 

“It’s sad that the Cooperative Prog- 
ram budget of $63.4 million goes 
through the Executive Committee 
with a minimum of discussion and with 
no discussion from the floor.”’ 

Although Hurt has definite convic- 
tions, he will change if he finds he is 
wrong. 

“T have confidence in myself to pro- 
duce a newspaper although I’ve never ~ 
produced the perfect one yet,” said 
Hurt. “‘And I’ve made a lot of small 
mistakes through the years. Then, 
there have been a few big ones. I won- 
der if I did all I could in the racial crisis 
in Georgia. Maybe I should have been 
more progressive.” 


Graham Holds 


Vegas Crusade 


Billy Graham has agreed to hold an 
evangelistic crusade in Las Vegas, 
Nevada, February 1-5, 1978. The an- 
nouncement was made at a meeting of 
church and lay leaders in Las Vegas 
tonight. 

The movement to bring Grham here 
began with a small group of individu- 
als about two years ago. One of those 
involved in the early efforts was M. E. 
McGlamery, Director of Missions, 
Lake Meade Association. Now there is 
broad support from area churches. 

Ken Forshee, pastor of the First 
Christian Church of Las Vegas, is 
chairman of the crusade executive 
committee. Co-chairmen of the advis- 
ory committee are Nevada Governor, 
Mike O’Callaghan, and Las Vegas 
Mayor, William Briare. 

The crusade meetings will be held in 
the East Exhibit Hall of the Las Vegas 
Convention Center which has been de- 
scribed as a football stadium under a 
roof and can accommodate up to 20,000 
persons. The Convention Center is the 
home of the University of Nevada Las 
Vegas Rebels basketball team wh ich 
has gained national recognition, and is 


‘the site of circuses, rodeos, rock con- 


certs and conventions. It is one of the 
top three conv ention centers jn the na- 
tion, " 


While Las Vegas has a reputation as 
a gambling and entertainment capital, 
the ev: interest and church 
activity leading to the scheduling of 
the Greater Las Vegas Billy Graham 
Crusade shows something else goes on 


Graham receives approximately 
8,000 invitations annually to conduct 
crusades and to speak at other occa- 
sions. He accepts only 4 or 5 major 
city-wide crusades each year. 
Graham's last crusade in this country 
was on the of Notre Dame 
er sentoey South Bend, Indiana, 
where 45,000 persons crowded into the 
football 


Arched torializes _ 
On 30 Applecart Tipping Years | 


“I was dead wrong in a crusade 'to 
keep John Kennedy from getting 
elected,” confessed Hurt. “I was af- 
raid he wouldn’t be from 


the Catholic church: But he was more _ 


devoted to church - state separation 
than any president until now. It’s too 
early to judge Carter on his point yet.” 
ing that the SBC is not per- 
fect, Hurt does believe it is man’s best 
organization to win the world to Christ. 
“T love it and I’m loyal to it,” stres- 
sed Hurt. 


Ruth Stapleton 


On ABC Radio 4. 


FORT WORTH (June 15) — The 
ABC. ‘‘Directions’’ interview with 
Ruth Carter Stapleton, which was 
aired in January on the network, will 
be repeated on the show July 10. Check 
localstation guides for time in your 
area. 


Mrs. Stapleton, sister of President 
Jimmy Carter and author of ‘“The Gift 
of Inner Healing,”’ talked with host Bill 
Beutel about her religious experi- 
ences. « 


She heads Behold Inc., a ‘non-profit 
healing ministry which she founded. 
She has practiced ‘‘inner Healing” for 
about 15 years. 

The program was by ABC 
News in cooperation with the Southern 
Baptist Radio and Television Com- 
mission, Fort Worth. 


Mrs. Stapleton told how she became 
involved in the inner healing program 
after an automobile accident that 
plunged her into despair, which she 
linked with repressed anger against 

Mrs. Stapleton is convinced that 
mostanettal ils are caused by painful 
repressed memories of the uncon- 
scious mind’s ‘‘inner child.’’ To 
reawaken and heal these crippling 
memories, she uses a technique she 
calls faith imagination. 

“Directions” is produced by Sid, 
Darion, ABC News’ manager of Tele- 
vision Cultural Affairs. Consultants 
for the Southern Baptist Radio and 
Television Commission were Paul M. 
Stevens, Commission president, and 
Truett Myers, the Commission's 


ssenior vice president, television pro- 


‘duction services. : 


Big 


Wa 


A Bicentennial project of the First Baptist Church in Ridgefield, N. J., turned out to 
be an unexpected gift for the First Baptist Church in.America, located in Providence, 
R. |.—a scale reproduction of the R.!. church's meeting house. The present meeting 
house was built in 1775. The replica, built by volunteers, has been moved to the 
newly-renovated Union Railroad Station in Providence for display. (BP) Photo by the 


Providence Journal-Bulletin 


Quick Dip Saves Life 


. By Bonita Sparrow 1 

KANSAS CITY — Two Baptist pass 
tors who saved the life of a 16 - year - 
old Kansas City, Mo., youth in a motel 
swimming pool accident Monday got a 
“‘good news’’ report on his spiritual 
condition Tuesday. 

Raymond Whetstone, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Chetopke, Kans., and 
Duane White, pastor of Blood River 
Baptist Church, Albany, La., slipped 
out of meetings during the 120th ses- 
sion of the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion here Tuesday afternoon to visit 
young Bob Smith at Bethany Hospi 
here 


“We told him we felt God had spar 
his life for a purpose and we asked 
if he knew the Lord Jesus Christ as his 
Savior,”’ Whetstone said. ‘‘He said, ‘I 
do now. I’ve been praying all night’.”’ 

White, who had taken a Soulwinner’s 
New Testament with him to the hospi- 
tal, left it with Smith. ‘I had already 
bought a Bible for him but I didn’t take 
it to the hospital with me,” he said. 
“Bob promised to visit us in our motel 
after he got out of the hospital. I’ll give 
it to him then.” 

The two pastors learned the young 
man_ had. .a__sketchy. ~ religious 
background. He said he had_gone to 


church “‘once or twice” with his sister. 

“We're looking for a Baptist pastor 
in that boy’s area to minister to him,” 
Whetstone said. ‘‘Bob promised us 
he’d go to a church Sunday and make 
his profession of faith public. 

“There’s no question of the authen- 
ticity of his experience,”’ White added. 
“He had a real air of excitement. He 
was a free person and we're both prais- 
ing God for the experience.” 

Whetstone had been fretting about « 
being late to the convention Monday 
and had just pulled his car into the 
motel parking lot when he saw the 
manager running toward the pool with 
a long pole: r 

“I don’t.know how I knew that so! 
body had drowned, but I ran toward 
the pool just as fast as I could,” he 
said. “‘Bob was lying on the bottom and 
and had already turned blue when I 
pulled him out.’ 

White had already checked into the 
motel and had stepped out on the bal- 
cony to see if he recognized any of the 
cars there when -he saw Whetstone at 
the pool’s edge. 

“I got there just as Roy pulled him 
out. We both really feel like God had us 
in that spot in His time, for a definite 
purpose.”’ ee | 


Radio, TV Commission Beams 
Transmission From Hong Kong 


KANSAS CITY, Mo., — Bob 
Thornton, television producer at the 
Southern Baptist Radio and Television 
Commission in Fort Worth, is ‘‘beam- 
ing” — literally and figuratively. 

He should be. 

During the Tuesday night meeting of 
the 120th Southern Baptist Convention 
in Roe Bartle Convention Center here, 
Thornton and a Radio and Television 
Commission crew successfully 

a five - minute live transmis- 
sion from Hong Kong,to Kansas City. 

“The feat climaxed almost four 
months of work, if you take into ac- 
count all the other preparation that 
went into this convention,”’ Thornton 
said. + . 

The live telecast via satellites also 
climaxed a combined effort of the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board, Home Mission Board and 
Radio and Television Commission. 

The effort demonstrates the poten- 
tial of using live télecasts- via a multi- 
Satellite to flash the message 
of Jesus Christ around the world. 

“The process we used to telecast the 
brief segment from Hong Kong is 
rather complicated,” said Thornton, 
“but we feel that with practice it can 
almost become routine.” 

The segment contained remarks and 
answers to questions by two Southern 
a who serve in mission posi- 

in Hong Kong. 

Both Jerry orem and Daniel 
Cheung answered questions asked 
them by Ray Cullin, NBC news corres- 
pondent from Los Angeles whois alsoa 
Southern 


Juergens and Cheung also joined 


messengers in the convention center in 


Church Retreats 


reciting the Lord’s Prayer. 

Juergens, who is a seminary profes- 
sor and chairman - elect of the Hong 
Kong Mission, told messengers, ‘‘It’s 
already morning in Asia.” 

Thornton explained the telecast 
showed a stréet scene in Hong Kong at 
about 8:15 a.m. 

“It’s as though we've broken 
through the final communications 
barrier,’’ Juergens remarked. 

Cheung, president of the Hong Kong 
Baptist Convention and pastor of the 
Kowloon Baptist Church, described 
the people of Hong Kong as members 
of a ‘‘stone age’’ in terms of their 
knowledge of Jesus Christ. 

“But with satellite communica- 
tions,” he said, ‘“‘we can reach from 
the heart of God to the heart of Man.”’ 

Juergens then spoke of a ‘‘world 
brotherhood” through the gospel of 
Christ. He hopes the joint recitation of 
the Lord’s Prayer can represent God’s 
wrapping the whole world in his arms. 

Thornton described the process of 
beaming a live t from Hong 
Kong via satellites as involved. 

He said the Radio and Television 
Commission coordinated the telecast 
with the Rediffusion Limited Televi- 
sion network in Hong Kong. 

Briefly, here’s the process used 
Tuesday night: “ 

The Rediffusion firm fed the action 
to the Hong Kong Cable and Telegraph 
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Company which used an ‘“‘uplink’’ 
transmitter to relay the scene from 
ground level to the first satellite. 

This satellite ‘‘downlinked”’ the 
scene to ground in San Francisco. 
From there the transmission reached 
another satellite over the U.S., which 
shuttled it to Kansas City via Chicago. 

A highlight of the transmission in- 
volved a conversation between Cullin 
and. Juergens and Cheung. 

The telecast spiced a media presen- 
tation by the Radie®and Television 
Commission, Foreign Mission Board 
and Home Mission Board. The presen- 
tation was called ‘‘Let the Church 
Reach Out — By All Means — To All 
People — Everywhere!" 


CLINTON — Radio station WHJT 
(FM 93.5), owned and operated by 
Mississippi College, was named state 
wide winner for the most original 
program or series for 1977 in the AAA 
market at the Broadcasters Associa- 
tion annual convention in Biloxi on 
June 4. The station submitted four 
programs in the competition including 
WHJT’s Christmas Special ; ‘The Fly- 
ing Dutchman,” a classical music 
special; ‘‘Children’s Story Time,” a 
children’s special; and ‘‘Starlight 
Convert,’’ a classical music special. It 
hasnot been announced which of the 
four programs won the competition. 
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Two black Baptist pastors, Lambert 
Mills of Antigus, and Samuel Fadeji of 
Ogbomosho, Nigeria, expressed ap- 
preciation for Baptists who helped 
provide their education, and urged the 
people to pray for the needs of their 
people. 

Following the rally, many of the 
Baptists attending the rally divided 
into 34 prayer groups scattered 
throughout the converffiga @enter 
complex to pray for 16 specific prayer 
needs printed in the program. Mrs. 
Frances Smira, WMU president in 
Mississippi, was in charge of one of the 
prayer groups. 

The participants prayed for mis- 
sions work in ‘‘danger zones’ of the 
world, including Ethiopia, Uganda, 
and Rhodesia; for Christians in Viet- 
nam; for missionaries efforts with 70 
million ethnic people in the USA; for 
the need for 10,000 persons in volunteer 
to serve in short-term home mission 
projects, and a host of other mission 
needs 


In the closing message at the WMU 
convention, John R. Claypool, pastor 
of Northminster Baptist Church in 
Jackson, urged those attending the 
convention to match their with 
deeds that give validity to what they 
say as Christians. ‘‘We must both 
speak out and reach out if the attention 
of the world is going to be attracted,” 
Claypool said. ‘ 

William G. Tanner, another 
speaker, SBC Home Mission Board 
executive director, urged Baptists to 
love other people the same way God 
loves every person who ever lived on 
earth 


“He loves the Arab nations as much 
as he loves the people of Missouri," 
Tanner said. ‘‘He loves the dictator in 

“Uganda as much as he loves the born - 
again believer in the White House. God 
loves us,”: he added, ‘‘not beca 
are lovable objectspbut because 


ing of the Bible, the profit motive of a 
self-centered religion or the hypocrisy 
of so-called ‘believers’ — it makes me 


wonder why God has not flooded the 
earth a few more times,” Tanner ad- 
ded 


Seven Baptist home and foreign 
missionaries told of specific needs and 
concerns for reaching national and 
ethnic groups at home and abroad, 
pleading with Baptists for intensified 
mission support. Included was the pas- 
tor of the First Baptist Church of 
Miami Beach, Robert Tremaine. He 
urged Baptists to eliminate another 
form of prejudice — anti - semitism. 

Tremaine said that although he and 
other Christians may have had no di- 
rect involvement in Hitler’s holocaust 
against the Jews, “if you will look deep 
into your life, you and I have been just 
as guilty because we have failed to 
communicate that God really loves 
Jewish people-and He wants to love 
them you and me.” 

He said he had only begun to under- 
Stand the bitterness Jewish people 
have toward Christians since he be- 
came pastor of the church in the highly 
Jewish populated city, saying the Jews 
have a history of 2,000 years of oppres- 
sion, much of it at the hands of so- 
called Christians. 

Although he said it is difficult to 
change 2,000 years of history, Christ- 
ians can and should seek to bridge the 
barriers of the past by seeking to show 
Jewish people they love them by acts 
of compassion and concern. 

In its only business during the 
two-day meeting, the Woman’s Mis- 
sionary Union re-elected Mrs. A. Har- 
rison Gregory of Danville, Va., to a 
third term as president. Also r 
elected to a third term as recording 
secretary was Mrs. William Ellis of 
Shelbyville, Ky. 

In her annual report to the WMU, 
Miss Carolyn Weatherford, executive 
director of the organization. based in 
Birmingham, Ala., issued a challenge 
for Baptist woman to be bold in their 
mission involvement. 

She challenged the women to (1) 
boldly reaffirm the unchanging mis- 
sion purpose of WMU, (2) face the 
challenge of future shock, (3) boldly 
speak to the missions challenge of our 
day, and (4) be bold as individuals. 


’ The two-day worten’s convention 


concluded on Monday night as the par- 
ticipants sang as a closing benediction 


the hymn, ‘Send Me, O Lord, Send 
Se mt 


First Blaek: Student 
Fellowship Started 


By Jim Lowry 


KNOXVILLE, Tenn. (BP) — The 
first-organized Christian fellowship 
for black students on a historically 
white campus has been started at the 
University of Tennessee campus here. 

Significant differences between the 
worship experiences for blacks and 
whites make the new.fellowship a vit- 
ally important tool for reaching black 
students, according to John Corbitt, 
part-time consultant for National Stu- 
dent Ministries at the Southern Baptist 
Sunday School Board and an ordained 
pastor of a National (black) Baptist 
church : 


For blacks, Corbitt said, religion is” 


more emotional, while still retaining 
the same basic intellectual require- 
ments. Religion is a liberating force 
for black Americans, Corbitt added. 

The new Black Student Fellowship 
of the Baptist Student Union will meet 
in the same building as the existing 
Baptist Student Union at the Univer- 
sity of Tennessee, and will be led by the 
same campus minister, Bill Lee. 

Black students, however, will plan 
their own programs and religious ex- 
periences with the black religious cul- 
ture in mind. 

In the past, Baptist Student Unions 
have searched to find an effective 
means to minister to black students on 
the white campuses, but blacks have 
not responded in large numbers. 

Only two black students were ac- 
tively involved in the Baptist Student 
Union program at the University of 
Tennessee before the Black Student 
Fellowship was organized. . 

Three weeks after the Black Fellow- 
ship was organized a total of 47 stu- 
dents attended one of the E 
Contact has been made with over 170 
black students. 

Black churches in Knoxville are 
providing funds to help the Black Stu- 
dent Fellowship in its effort to 


and mission assignments 
Cavalier, at Natchitoches will depict life in the oldest 
the original Louisiana Purchase. Arrive on Thursday 


from your area and wear a hobo outfit). 


evangelize black students and help 
blacks grow spiritually while on the 
college campus. 

Corbitt explained that the desire to 
establish black student fellowships on 
historically white campuses is an ex- 
pression of pluralism and should not be 
considered a return to segregation. 

He added that most people realize 
that America is composed of many dif- 
ferent and unique sub-cultures and not 
one of thought: The new fellow- 
ships hopefully will encourage blacks 
to.plan and initiate programs of in- 


_ terest to allow blacks to maintain their 
" heritage while ministering on campus. 


Hatfield To Speak 
At ASBCS Meeting 


MOBILE, Ala. —-A report on a na- 
tionally - funded study of Southern 
Baptist colleges and addresses by U. S. 
Sen. Mark O. Hatfield of Oregon and 
Milton P. Ferguson, president of Mid- 


“ western Seminary in Kansas City will 


highlight the annual meeting of the As- 
sociation of Southern Baptist Colleges 
and Schools (ASBCS) here June 27-29. 

The ASBCS will meet just before the 
annual-meeting of the Southern Bap- 
tist Education Commission, June 
v29-30, at Mobile College. 

Eari J. McGrath, senior educational 
advisor of the Lilly Endowment and 
executive director of the Program of 
Liberal (Arts) Studies, currently 
headquartered at the University of 
Arizona, will make the report on the 
schools. 

The report, expected to make sig- 
nificant impact on Baptist education, 
grew out of a year-long study, by the 
Program of Liberal Studies. It was 
made possible by g $100,000 grant by 
the Program of Liberal Studies, which 
is funded by Lilly. 
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ford, Birmingham, executive director; Mrs. A. Harrison Gregory, Danville, Va., presi- 
dent; and Mrs. William Ellis, Shelbyville, Ky., recording secretary. ; 


Vins Said To Be In | 
“Very Poor Health” 


KESTON, KENT, England (BP) — 
A letter said to be from the family of 
imprisoned Soviet Baptist Georgi Vins 
was released here that described him 
as “in a very poor state of health.” 

The letter delivered by Soviet Ger- 
man immigrants to the Centre for the 
Study of Religion and Communism 
here, was thought to be dated May 3, 
1977 


According to the letter, Viris, who is 
in a USSR prison, had written on 
March 14 that: “‘unnatural swetling 
over my whole face, the ride to the 
hospital with my fever, and on March 1 
the est heart attacks, constant 
pain in my heart and the paralysis of 
my left hand all contributed to my 
hardly being able to sleep at night, for 
when I lay down my heart im- 
mediately began thumping. . 

“Only by staying sitting up could I 
get relief,’’ Vins reportedly wrote. 
‘Mentally, I had already taken my 
leave of you.” 


“But the Lord provided relief,” he 
continued. Last Friday, the blood 
pressure had already failen . . . I feel 
much better again. I believe in the 
power of your prayers and the prayers 
of God’s people.” 

The letter from the family, which in- 
cluded the quotes reportedly from 
Vins, said they had last visited him 
Feb. 12-14, 1977. , 

On the last day, they said, Vins be- 
came seriously ill. “‘He got a high 
temperature, his blood pressure went 
up, and he began to get strong pains in 
the heart. In addition, his face 
swelled up.” 

Vins later wrote that he had been 
hospitalized and had three blood trans- 
fusions and 70 injections of penicillin 
“to keep him alive,” the letter said. 

The family’s letter ended with a plea 
to pray for Vins for his release 
from prison. ‘‘Ple: intercede for 
him with the authorities,’ the letter 
pleaded. 


Lay Music Director’s Retreat Held 


- Lay songleaders are urged to attend the Lay Music Director’s Retreat, July 
15-17, at Lake Tiak O’Kata in Louisville. This is designed to be strictly a 
‘cornbread and peas” event for songleaders, and will include such helps as: the 
ABC's of songleading, simple steps in beginning a music ministry, how to get 


materials and music with limited finances, demonstrations of 


ways to bring 


Sunday services alive, ways to help accompanist, etc. Spouses and accompanists 
are welcome to come. The only cost will be for two nights in a motel and five 
meals. In order to register, or for more information, contact the Church Music “ing his address to the Woman's Missio- 
Department, P. 0. Box 530, Jackson 3925 (Telephone: 354-3704). 


By John Alexander, Director, Stewardship Dept. 


The Missions Task - 


_ Secularism To Stewardship 
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Moses did not rush to accept the position as leader of the Israeli nation in their - 


expedition from Egypt to 


.He argued with God and offered a series of 


reasons why he should not become involved. God answered and helped him 


overcome every problem he 


God wanted Moses as the leader. 


One question God asked Moses was, “What is that in thy hand?”’ (Ex. 4:2) In 
our day also God needs convinced leaders, men who know God stands with them 
as they lead in often difficult tasks. Any man really called of God has just as much 
behind him as did Moses. Although rather reluctant at first, when Moses commit- 


ted himself to the challenge, God had 


an instrument through which he could 


deliver a nation of slaves to a land flowing with milk and honey, aland having the 


glory of all lands. 


Some of my friends in the ministry are often most reluctant when it comes to 
ip in one of the most difficult tasks for some churches, the task of leading 


urch members from the servitude of secularism to the 


promised land of 


Christian stewardship. They discover that some church members are like the old 


street! ‘ 


7 wail smb a 
New officers for the Woman's Missionary Union are (left to right) Carolyn Weather- lady the senate ying to help across the street. Shre didn't want to cross 


No single area of a Christian's life can so dreadfully affect his true growth and 
development as a Christian as the right or wrong response in Christian steward- 


ship. 


God has placed in our hands as leaders of God’s people “rods” that God does 


bless and use to help with our difficult work in developing Christian givers. 
Absolutely nets 95 wivecsety or happily affects the spiritual temperature of 
as 


our- churches 


growth, or lack of growth, as committed Christian ste- 


wards.'The church leader who thinks he can take a group of uncommitted church 


members and accomplish great things 
- Many of our churches are kept in the 
has had the spiritual commitment and 


for God is simply deceiving himself. 
doldrums of mediocrity because no one 
courage to lead them to victory. 


I preached recently in an old historic church where I had spoken before in 
years past. When the choir stood to sing the call to worship, I knew something 
good had happened to that congregation. Then it was that I remembered how a 


few months before that congregation 


had experienced a thrilJing victory in 


Christian stewardship. A prominent layman said to me at the end of the service, 
“If we never lay the first brick in building our new church, what has happened to 
this congregation is worth it all!’ I understood what he was saying and how I 
wish that kind of revival could come to every Baptist church in Mississippi. 

It will not come, however, until church leaders realize what it is that we hold in 
our hands that God can use and bless when we use it at his command. Are you 
willing to be a “‘modern’”’ Moses for your church to lead the people of God to the . 


land of Canaan? 
Think about it! 


Our Folks 


John Claypgol, pastor of Northminster 
Baptist Church in Jackson, chats intor- 
maily ‘with Carolyn Weatherford fotlow- 


nary Union. 


SBC Mandates 


(Continued from page 1) 


scale to any inquiring Baptist. That 
took a 50 minute debate. 

The budget passage, which was not 
debated, included calling for a record 
$63.4 million for the Cooperative 
Program—an increase of $8.4 million 
over 1977's budget. It includes $54 mill 
ion for operating expenses, $1,020,000 
for capital construction, and $8,320,000 
in “bold advance’’ budget funds to be 
distributed if the basic and capital 
needs budgets are surpassed. 


Messengers passed a Foreign Mis- 
sion Board recommendation to allow 
agency staffers to give resource help 
to Baptist churches in Canada yet-not 
encourage Canadian churches to af- 
filiate with Southern Baptist work, 
while maintaining ‘fraternal and cor- 
dial relations with all Canadian Bap- 
tists.” 

Allen Schmidt, a Canadian pastor 
and president of the Northwest 
(Southern Baptist) Convention, said, 
“We did not seek” seating as messen- 
gers, adding the view that it ‘may 
come”’ as a natural result of the con- 
vention action. 

The Internal Revenue Service's de- 
finition of Integrated auxiliaries 
cauged ‘Messengers to order approp- 
riate agencies to ‘take all necessary 
action” in articulating the SBC's posi- 
tion that all of its agencies, boards, 
committees, and institutions are ‘‘ex- 
clusively religious.”’ 

The Stewardship Commission's re- 
commendations relative to Coopera- 
tive Program increases were 
by messengers and included setting a 
goal of doubling CP gifts by 1982—a 
slight overlap of the mission volunteer 
motion which also called for doubling 
CP gifts. The recommendations also 
called for an annual reporting system 
for the CP..and-adoption of a single 
over-arching promotional theme to 
promote the Convention's world mis- 
sion goals. 

The Executive Committee in its re- 
port, had adopted by messengers a re- 
commendation to approve the theme, 
“Equipping for Church Advance” for 


sapted in Aaclade 
ward a 5/%50 split of Cooperative 
funds and to reaffirm the 


PARSe of the Sova chioretr tr missions, : 


Christian Life Commission re- 
cpmmended to messengers that they 
communicate with advertisers, net- 


, Fepresen- 
ives, and chairmen of the FCC and 
. about their concern over televi- 


sion violence and sex portrayals. That 
motion was ted. ; 

Messengers approved expan- 
sion of board representation from 
cooperating states, and- reduction of 
local board members from five to 
three from any single church. 

Major addresses during the conven- 
tion were given by United Nations 
Ambassador Andrew Young, and 
Evangelist Billy Graham. James Sul- 
livan delivered his presidential ad- 
dress and Bill Self preached the con- 
vention sermon. 

Mississippians who were presented 
to messengers included Frank Pol- 
lard, pastor. of FBC, Jackson, who de- 
livered a major address, and Chuck 
Endsley, William Carey graduate who 
played atthe keyboards. 

‘?W. Douglas Hudgins, former presi- 
dent of the Foreign Mission Board, and 
executive secretary-treasurer 
emeritus of the Mississippi Baptist 
Convention Board, was invited by the 
FMB to represent them in a special 


Jesse C. Fletcher, pastor of FBC, 
Knoxville, Tenn., to preach the annual 
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sermon next year in Atlanta, and to 
meet for the 1981 convention in Los 
Angeles, June 9-11. Atlanta’s meeting 
will be June 13-15. 


Anne W. McWilliams, Editorial 
Associate of The Baptist Record, 
won second place in the category 
of personal columns in weekly 
newspapers over 5,000 circulation 
in:the National Federation of 
Press Women’s communications 
contest. The award was an- 
nounced during the awards ban- 
quet held June 4 at the national 
convention in Biloxi. 
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Survey To Register 
Youth’s Opinions 


By Chester E. Swor 


Because I have been invited to ad- 
dress the youth gathering in the Mis- 
sissippi Coliseum on August 12, I am so 
sincerely desiroussof knowing what the 
young people themselves feel are their 
needs — needs which,they would like 
help in meeting. There is always the 
danger that older-adult counselors of 
us may not be aware of the suddenness 
with which the intenseness of youth 
problems may shift or the focus of 
their concern may change. Without 
continuing fresh new contacts, there- 
fore, we just could be answering ques- 
tions which they have not asked, or we 
could be failing to give maximum help 
with the problems which are most ur- 
gent at the time. For those reasons, I 
have never attempted a youth book or 
seminar without a fresh survey of the 
young people themselves. ~ 

In the light of my urgent desire to 
know what our young people them- 
selvegfeel are their greatest problems 
or needs, I am asking youth directors 
and youth counselors in churches 
which do not have youth directors todo 
for me the great favor of making a 
survey of their junior high and senior 
high youth, asking them to list what 


aa 


they feel are the greatest problems or. . 


needs of young people today. 

Perhaps in a special after - church 
fellowship, your young people can be 
asked to state what they feel are the 
chief problems facing young people 
today. Then, when the problems have 
been listed — perhaps on a-chalk 
board, ask the young people torank the 
problems from greatest downward to 
the lesser problems, beginning with 
Number 1 as the largest problem. 
Thereafter, if the director or counselor 
will send the list to me, indicating how 
many young people were in the youth 
group which discussed the matter, I 
shall be almost inexpressibly grateful. 
With thse lists before me, and seeking 
the indispensable aid of the Holy 
Spirit, I shall strive to speak to our 
young people on August 12 as helpfully 
possible. 

Thank you for this great favor! You 
may send your list to me at 902 Whit- 
worth Street, Jackson, Miss. 39202. 
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Calvary Church, Columbus, 
honored their pastor Jerry W. 


tor of Calvary. A special love of- 
fering and set of china was pre- 
sented to Stevens and family. 
Under the leadership of Stevens 
this past year, a new Fellowship 
Building was completed_and a 
new suite of offices were designed 


and constructed. (Pictured with - 


Stevens is his wife, Bonnie, and 
daughters Sheri and Traci 
(right). 


Nancy Aulds has been named 
director of the Baptist Student 
Union at : oie Mountain College. 

:  Aulds is from 


University 
She received 
her MRE from 
Southwestern 
Seminary last 
year. Active in 
BSU -work while attending 
Louisiana Tech, she has a broad 
background in working with 
young people. She has worked 
with Paul Jones, director_of the 
BSU at Texas Christian Univer- 
‘sity, and has done extensive field 
work in both Louisiana and Texa3y 


| 
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The executive board of Quitman 
County Association has called 
Paul Blanchard, pastor of Blue 
Lake Church, 
as 


¥ be coor- 
. diffating the 
work of the 
F Southern Bap- 
“= tist churches 

within Geaisociation. Truman D. 

Scarborough is moderator of 
| Quitman Association. 
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Stevens, with a reception follow- 
ing the evening ip service. 
June 5. The, was in honor 
of his as pas-» 


On May 1, Charles Kenneth Guy 
began new duties as pastor of 
Ruth Church. He came to Lincoln 
County from Carmel Church 
(Lawrence). He and his wife. 
Mary have two daughters, Sharon 
and Susan. . 


9. ot 
Larry Darden was ordained as 
deacon of First Church, Helena, 
May 22. The ordination sermon 
was preached by Valton Douglas, 
pastor. 


James Allen Harris has ac- 
cepted the call to be minister of 
music and youth for Briarwood 
Drive Church. 
Allen is from 
Raymond and 
was graduated 
from the Uni- 


pre vi ously 
served as 
Youth Director 
at anche Church and North- 
minster Church. He is married to 
the former Vickie Mayfield of 
Jackson. The pastor at Briarwood 
Drive is Louis Smith. 


Paula Jean Williamson has ac- 
cepted the call of First Church, 
Okolona, to serve as Education 
and Youth Di- 
rector. Paula is 
a graduate of 
USM. She 
taught English 
in the Jackson 
public school 
system for four 
years. In May 
of this year she 
grad u at ed 
from New Orleans Seminary with 
a Master’s Degree in Religious 
Education. 
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Court Hears Arguments 


In Ohio School Aid Case 


WASHINGTON (BP) — Attorneys 
for proponents and opponents of aid to 
parochial schools argued their cases 
before the U. S. Supreme Court here in 
a key church-state cast involving so- 
called ‘‘auxiliary services’ to such 
schools 


Since 1967 the state of Ohio has fun- 
neled millions of tax dollars to non- 
public — mostly sectarian — elemen- 
tary and secondary schools through a 
variety of programs designed to over- 
come constitutidnal limitations’set by 
the high court. And, one by one, Ohio's 
plans have been rejected by the courts. 

ie case has attracted widespread 
interest among various groups who 
filed ‘friend of the court” briefs on 
both sides of the issue. 

Those as king the high court to strike 
down Ohio’s newest effort include the 
Baptist Joint Committee on Public Af- 


fairs and the State Genventien of Bap- 


tists in Ohio. (Southern Baptists). 
The Baptist Joint Committee joined 
numerous other religious and civil lib- 
erty groups in its brief, while the Ohio 
state convention joined the Churches 
of God in Ohio. The Ohio Free Schools 
Association and the Ohio Conference 
of Seventh - Day Adventists. Yet 
another group seeking the overthrow 


HEARING IS 
"MY CONCERN 


Helping people hear has 
been my concern for 14 


1 have helped 
eee nde to heer agein , 


Children from the age of 1 


of the Ohio program ig the Anti- 
Defamation League of B’nai B'rith. 

The office of the U. S. Solicitor Gen- 
eral and 21 Ohio independent schools 
filed briefs on the other side. 


The state’s new attempt to fund 
parochial schools calls for providing a 
wide variety of services, also availa- 
ble to public schools, including 
textbook loans;-loans-of ‘‘secular, 
neutral and nonideologi ical” instruc- 
tional materials; lomel instructional 
equipment, speéch and hearing diag- 
nostic services, and physician, nurs- 
ing; dental; and optometric services. 

Also included are therapeutic 
psychological, speech, and hearing 
services; guidance and counseling 
services; remedial services in various 
areas; standardized tests and scoring 
services; programs for the deaf, blind, 
emotionally disturbed, crippled, and 
physically handicapped; and field trip 
transportation. 

In previous test cases, the Supreme 
Court has declared unconstitutional 
such broadly - based auxiliary ser- 
vices packages. The couri has upheld 
plans to provide transportation and 
textbook loans for parochial school- 
children. 


Southwestern 
Seminary in 


served as youth director in Miss. 

and Maryland. In the summer of 

1976 he was a chaplain intern in 

the Memorial Hospital System in 

Houston. From Jan. to May of this 

year he was interim pastor of 
-. First Church in Kopperl, Texas. 
Hendrieks is married to the 
former Mary White of Arkansas. 
She is a graduate of John Brown 
University and has also attended 
one year at Southwestern Semi- 
nary. 


J. Cordell Maddox, 45- year - old 
president of Anderson (S. C.) Col- 
lege, has been elected president of 
Carson - .New- 
man College, 
Jefferson City, 
Tenn. Maddox 
joined the Bap- 
tist junior col- 


* executive vice 
- president and 

MM assumed the 
presidency in 1972. He will suc- 
ceed John A Fincher at the Bap- 
tist senior college in Tennessee on 
Sept. 1. (BP) 


After fourteen years of service 
at the First Church in Lake 
Charles Louisiana; Hugh Van 
Eaton has res- 
igned as pastor 
to enter the 
field Of fulltime 
evan ge lism. 
Eaton has 
served on the 
Ex ec u tive 
Committees of 
the states in 
which he had 
pastorates, and on other Boards 
and Commissions at the national 
and state level. 


Perry has been with the Florida 
Department of Offender Rehabili- 


risville. fils brother Dobby, pas. 
tors First Church, Moss Point. 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. — David - 
R. Wilkinson, 23, information 
specialist for the Baptist Sunday 
School Board 
for the past 
year, has been 
elected staff 


the Southern 
| Baptist Con- 
and 
assume 
duties in June. Wilkinson, a 1976 
honors graduate with a major in 
journalism from Oklahoma Bap- 
tist University in Shawnee, is the 
former editor of-the OBU Bison 
and assistant publication advisor 
for the university’s journalism 
department. He served as press 
representative at Ridgecrest Con- 
ference Center during the 1976 
summer season. 


Pat McDaniel, executive direc- 
tor of the Kansas - Nebraska Con- 
vention of Southern Baptists, be- 
comes execu- 
tive vice presi- 
dent and chief 
of operation for 
the~ Annuity 
Board, SBC, on 


\ serve as prin- 
™ cipal planning 
officer for the 


; cat and advisor to the presi- 
¥», dent on internal operations. 
oem 0 <em> 0 <0 em 0 ce 0 <em> 0 <0 e000 ee 0 ee eo ee ee 


Preacher’s School Starts June 27 


JEFFERSON CITY, Tenn. — The 
49th annual session of the East Ten- 
nessee Baptist Preachers’ School has 
been set for Carson-Newman on June 
27 thru July 1, 1977. The Preachers’ 


“School is sponsored by C-N and the 


Tennessee Convention through WMU. 


The sessions for this year’s school 
will be held in the new Henderson 
Humanities Building. The general ses- 
sions will be held in Gentry Au- 
ditorium. Registration will begin at 1 
p.m., Monday, June 27, on the ground 
floor of Henderson, with the first ses- 
sion scheduled for 4 p.m. in the au- 
ditorium. 


Some of the program personalities 
include J. Donald Mitchell, Director, 
Church Relations and Extension at 
C-N; Clyde T. Francisco, John R. 
Sampey, Professors of Old Testament 
Theology, Southern Seminary; Brooks 
Faulkner, Consultant, Church Minis- 
tries Section, Sunday School Board; 
William L. Blevins, Professor of Relig- 
ion, Carson - Newman College; Alice 
S. A. Magill, Vocational Guidance 
Specialist in the Church Ministries 
Department, Sunday School Board; 
and Robert J. Norman, Pastor, Bel- 
mont Heights Church, Nashville. 

Recreational opportunities includ- 
ing tennis, swimming and gymnasium 
facilities are available at no cost. For a 


® FANTASTIC SAVINGS ON TOP 
= QUALITY ITEMS & 


Visit the Baptist Book Store nearest you today for —__ Suis STU ee oe. 
these and many other specials. Or, if you choose (Zondervan) 
to mai! 


nominal cost there is an 18 - hole golf 
course in New Market. 

The cost for the Preachers’ School 
will be $7 for a Tennessee resident, his 
wife $5 and for an out - of - state 
preacher, $10, his wife also $5. 

For additional information on the 
school, write J. Donald Mitchell, Di- 
rector of Extension, Carson - Newman 
College, Jefferson City, Tenn. 37760, or 
call 615/475-9061 (office) 475-5240 
(home). 

Minneapolis (RNS) — A Min- 
neapolis Jesuit priest, reversing an 
earlier statement, now says he paid 
$20 to a man who threw a pie at Ar- 
chbishop John R. Roach to protest 
Catholic opposition to a homosexual - 
rights bill in the Minnesota legislature. 
Dennis Miller of St. Paul, who earlier 
told local media that he had paid the 
$20 to the pie thrower, said, “It’s obvi- 
ous now that I didn’t pay the pie- 
thrower. But Father Casey did not, 
plan the incident. I did.” He said he 
had said he paid the $20 in order to 
protect the priest, Father George 
Casey. S. G. Archbishop Roach, head 
of the Archdiocese of St. Paul - Min- 
neapolis, was hit with the pie shortly 
after receiving a National Brother- 
hood Award from the National Confer- 
ence of Christians anddews at a dinner 
May 12 in St. Paul. 


488, Pascagoula, Ms. 39567, phone 


Majure L. Smith was licensed to 
the ministry of the gospel on May 
22 by First Church, Helena. Ma- 
jure was born in Neshoba, June 
28, 1924; became a Christian on 
April 17, 1971. He has si as 
Sunday ‘School teacher, 

ordained as deacon, March ll, 
1973, elected as chairman of 
deacons, June 2, 1974, surren- 
dered to the ministry, May 13, 
1977. He is available for supply 
and can be contacted: Rt. 3, Box 


475-9208. V alton Douglas is pastor. 


Gerald Carlin began his duties 
as Pastoral Assistant at Temple 
Church, Hattiesburg, June 15. He 


yand his wife, 


souri. They 


ed-u ca tional 
training at 
’ Kansas State 
at Pittsburgh, pa New Orleans 
Seminary. He has done additional 
study at Southwestern Seminary. 
Pastoral ministries have included 
Lakeshore Church (Miss.); Dur- 
ant Chapel Church, Carterville, 
Missouri; and since 1973 he has 
served as pastor of First Church, 
Cuba, Missouri. From 1963 - 1973 
Rev. and Mrs. Carlin served as 
missionaries in Ghana, West Af- 
rica. Kermit D. McGregor is pas- 
tor. 


Richard White has resigned 
his pastorate at Harmony Church 
a, River) and is now attend- 
ing New Or- 
leans Semi- 
nary. He is av- 
ailable for sup- 
ply by contact- 
ing him at 
4428-B, Semi- 
nary Place, or. § 
calling  283- } 
3157. | 


Vatican City (RNS) — India’s Hin- 
dus don’t think very highly of Christ- 
ianity as a spiritual force, an Indian 
Catholic bishop said here. Bishop Pat- 
rick D’Souza of Varanasi in a Vatican 
Radio interview said Hindus ‘‘con- 
tinue to see Catholics as representa- 
tives of the rich and former colonial 
powers. They de not believe that Chris- 
tians are spiritual people. 


School, 
School and Church use. 


EVERYTHING FOK 
THE sc HOW 
AND CHURCH 


Free Delivery 


HEADQUARTERS 


FOR ALL TYPES OF” 


School & Church Furniture 


@ Complete stock of chairs, tables, desks and 
furnishings for Classroom, Library, Sunday 
Auditorium Cafeteria 


~ ROSEBERRY PIANO HOUSE 


1% E. Front St., Hattiesburg, Ms 30401 (601) 583-0245 


OLD BIBLES REBOUND 


A price, Miele Sad ip. Ot oe? 
need. Quolity workmonsthip guoren'eed 
Wrhe ter illustrated price folder 


“Internationally known specialists’ 


NORRIS BOOKBINDING CO. 
Box 305-C — Greenwood Miss 38990 


Groups—Reserve Now For 
The Great Passion Play 
* America’s no. 1 drama! 
Tickets, lodging, recreation and 
meats only $12 a person at 
KELLER’S COUNTRY DORM 
RESORT 
Rt. 1, Eureka Springs, Ark. 72632 
Phone (501) 253-8418 


NEW AND USED BUSES 


Complete Stock from 12 to 
Passengers - 


Bus SUPPLY CO., INC. 


Hwy. 98 E.—P.O.Box 502 
McCOMB, MS 39648 


Phones: Office (601) 684-2900 
Home (601) 684-5874 or 684-6876 


MORE THAN A CARPENTER. 
Josh McDowell, popular Cam- 
pus Crusade speaker and 
author of Evidence That 
Demands a Verdict, once 
thought Christians must be 
“out of their minds.” He 
put them down. ‘He argued 
against their faith. But, he 
eventually saw his arguments 
wouldn't stand up. Josh 
focuses this book upon the 
peor who changed his 
ife—Jesus Christ. He really 
was much more than a car- 
penter. Every reader will be 
challenged by Josh Mc- 

Dowell's message. 
Paper, $1.95. 


and every 


MISSISSIPPI 
School Supply Co. 


JACKSON , MISSISSIPRI 


ALLEN ORGANS 


The Ultimate 
for Church Music 


Sea—Hear—Play 
These Majestic 


Organs 
Prices begin at $3995 


Special Church Terms Available 


order by mail, clip this ad and send it to the AT ne 
Baptist Book Store or Mail Order Center serving ’ 
you. DICTIONARY. TT rOnt BIO MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT | 
Check item(s) desired. For more than one copy of THE ZONDERVAN EXPANDED Fotéh MOXC) 
* , vga —) mi an item, write quantity desired on line. CONCORDANCE (Policy For 
Fortification, Jackson, Ma. of cel 362-4811. D *____. THE GOOD NEWS BIBLE, Today's THE ZONDERVAN TOPICAL BIBLE NOW AVAILABLE 
? Version amas PICTORIAL BIBLE HELPS PAY WHAT MEDICARE DOESN'T PAY 
a oe eee Reg. $79.75, Set Sate Price, $49.95 BENEFITS FOR v 


e HOSPITAL « DOCTOR e SURGEON. 
‘oe NURSE ¢ NURSING HOME 
Coverage begins on effective date of policy 


NO WAITING PERIODS 


* For Full information, Fil! Out Coupon And Mail To 
ene ane nancies Ge ar UNITED AMERICAN INSURANCE COMPANY 


ora ania enprten, 


__..._ IN MY FATHER'S HOUSE by Corrie ten 
Boom (Revell)Reg. $6.95 Sale Price, $4.95 


' mel Sale 


Fes 


Barga 


{ORS GREE A ratibaceaimin_ensstnon: py sid a 
- Sire Se ; = 


“Wesch Rog. $5.08: Sate Pr Gale Price, Each, $3.88 TOTAL 


_. 10 SACRED FAVORITES selina 
tao —ipacnabhansantat 
. —— 100 COUNTRY AND WESTERN 
GOSPEL FAVORITES "Address 


100 INSPIRATIONAL FAVORITES 


t 
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_ Revival Dates 


. Rock Bluff Church (Smith): June 
26-July 1; Jerry Measells, evangelist; 
Sunday services 10:45 a.m. and 1:30 
p.m.; Mon.-Fri. services at 7:30 p.m. 


Peari River Church (Copiah): Sun- 
day, June 26, at 11 a.m., lunch at noon; 
afternoon icé at 1:30 p.m.; week- 
day services 7:30p.m.; E. N. Sullivan, 


Unity Church, : June 26 - 
July 1; Tom Cox, pastor Plainview 
Church, Tulsa, OKLA, is evangelist 
(author of “Fruits of the Spirit” and 
“Ten Keys to a Happy Life”); Cox and 
family, special music; services 7 p.m. 
every night; nursery provided; N. R. 
Mapp, pastor. c 


New Hope (Leake): June 26-July 1; 
J. C. Renfroe, Director of Missions, 
Rankin County Assn., evangelist; 
Sunday services 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.; 
weekday services 8 p.m.; devotional 
services Mon. Wed. Fri..at 10:30 a.m.; 
dinner on the ground Sunday noon; 
David Pickel, song leader; Jimmy 
Young, pastor. 


Eastview Church, Laurel: June 26 - 
July 1; Sunday morning service at 11 
followed by dinner on the ground and 
an afternoon service; Mon.-Fri. ser- 
viees at 10 a.m. and 7:30 p.m.; D. J. 
Benson, pastor of West Laurel, 
evangelist; Bill Lee, minister of youth 
at West Laurel, singer: Thomas 
Balch, pastor. 


i ht 


Students Elect Officers: William Carey College's 


~ 
McAdams Church (Attala): June 26 
~ July 1; Donald Howell, Decatur, 
ALA, evangelist; Jan Clark, Parkway 
Church, Kosciusko, leading the music; 
weekday services 10 a.m. ; and 7 p.m. ; 
Joe Anderson, pastor. 


Smith, music; Sunday services 11 a.m. 
and 2 p.m.; weekdays, Mon. - Fri. at 
7:30 p.m. 


Northcrest Church, Meridian: June 
26-July 1; Jerry Bishop, pastor of First 
Church, Lauderdale, evangelist; 
Tommy Harrison, First Church 

, singing; Lynn Houston, 
pianist; Kathryn McBride, organist; 
Chris C. Cornelius, pastor. 


Perkinston Church: July 17-22 at 
7:30 p.m.; Russell McIntire, vice - 
president in charge of development at 
NOBTS and former pastor of First 
Church, Clinton, is evangelist; Danny 
Shows, irector of Ellisville 
State lead singer in ‘‘The 
Professers’’ will direct music; Skip 
Barnett is pastor. 


_Cliften Church, Forest: June 26-July 
1; services Mon.-Fri. are 10 a.m. and 
7:30 p.m.;-regular Sunday services 
June 26; Herbert Eichelderger, pastor 
Hillsboro Church in Forest is 


evangelist; Ronnie McCall, minister 
of music at Angie Church in Louisiana 
is in charge of music; John L. Carlisle, 


‘Lee 


Ministerial As- 


sociation has chosen officers for the 1977-78 term. Pictured with their sponsor, 
William Clawson, second from right, are: (L-R) Rocky Holston of Purvis, first 
vice - president ; Keith Lowery of Pascagoula, activities chairman; Leon Dunn of 
McComb, second vice - president; Terry Long of Pascagoula, evangelism 


divided the wi and 
of ae” 


chairman; Randy Bowman of Lafayette, La., secretary-treasurer, and David 


Briscoe of Scobey, president. 


First Church 


office building. date is 


Mav 29 for a $463,988 educational and 


1978. 1 ..:ing part in the groundbreaking 
were, left to right: E. $. Cole Jr., chairman of the Deacon’Council; Mrs. R. L- 
the Finance 


Moore Jr., Building committee member; A! Cole, chairman of 
Committee; Charles Thompson, Building 


Committee member; Kenneth Lewis, 


chairman of the Building Committee; Glenn Perry, deacon and representative of 
the general contractor; Mrs. E: §. Cole Sr. and Walker Jones, members of the 
building committee for the old sanctuary which was completed in 1926; and Dr. 


Eugene H. Dobbs, pastor. 


Ne 


s 


San Francisco (RNS) — San Fran- 
cisco’s school board, by a vote of 7-0, 
approved a resolution which includes 
the study of homosexual life styles in 
the education curriculum. 

Berkeley, Calif-(EP) — Officials at 
the University of California at Ber- 
keley have announced that pregnant 
students may now obtain abortions on 
campus rather than being referred to 
off campus hospitals as before. 


London (RNS)-— Britain's anti- 
abortionists suffered a severe setback 
when the Callaghan government an- 
nounced it could not find more par- 
liamentary time to discuss a bill to 
amend the present liberalizing 1967 
Abortion Act. ‘ 

New York (RNS) — NIAAA, a divi- 
sion of the U. S. Department of Health, 
Education and Welfare, plans to issue 
a federal warning that two drinks of 
hard liquor a Gay during pregnancy 
could cause fetal defects. The warning 
will be circulated nationally in the cur- 
rent weekly bulletin of the Communic- 
able Disease Center in Atlanta. 


New York (RNS) — That the Bible 
contains ‘‘masculine - biased lan- 
guage”’ was not disputed — but what to 
do about it was, at a discussion at Na- 
tional Council of Churches headquar- 
ters here. Members of the NCC Re- 
vised Standard Version Bible Commit- 
tee and the Unit Committee (policy - 
making body)-of the NCC Division of 
Education and Ministry discussed 
Bible language considered sexist. 


Sunday School Lesson: International For June 26 


Celebration Of Freedom 


By William J. Fallis 
Exodus 14-15 


When they hear the wore “‘celeb- 
rate,"’ most péople jrobably think of 
exuberant merrymaking, but that is 
only a small part of 
the word’s defini- 
tion. Most impor- 
tant, it means to 
honor, observe, or 
extol. Baptists talk 
about the obser- 
vance of the Lord’s 
Supper, While 
Catholics speak of 
celebrating the 
mass. Both are describing services of 
worship in which the work of Christ is 
called to mind with reverence and 
Thanksgiving. Those for whom wor- 
ship has become ritualized and lifeless 
need to express joy in their celebration 
of God’s providence and love. But 
more significantly, they must avoid 
taking God for granted; they should 
regularly observe or celebrate his 
gifts and their own vows of loyalty and 
service. ° 
A Unique Event 
(Ex. 14:21-25) 

Being allowed — really, urged — to 
leave the place of slavery was a joyful 
experience, but more was yet to come. 


The children of Israel were still not out 


of Egypt on their second day of free- 
dom. Soon after they had camped by 
the sea, they saw the Egyptian army in 
the distance: Pharaoh had decided 
that he could not afford to let Israel get 
away. The people bitterly 
to Moses: Better to be slaves than to 
die inthe wilderness. Moses answered. 
“Don’t be afraid. Just stand where you 
are and watch, and you will see” how 
“the Lord will rescue you” (TLB): 
First, the pillar of cloud moved to 
darken the Egyptians and prevent 
their approaching the Israelites. The, 
Moses stretched out his arm and his 
staff over the sea, and a stfong wind 


Israelites 
could do if, they could, too’ But half- 
way across, their chariot wheels be- 
came mired, and the soldiers panick- 


~ ed, Confident that the Lord of-‘he Is- 


raelites was against them, the 
army turned to escape. On the eastern 
shore, however, Moses obeyed the 
Lord’s commahd, and the walls of 
water came together again. 


A Confirmation Of Faith 
(Ex. 14:30-31) 

These two verses appeared to be 
only a brief summary of God’s great 
deliverance at the sea, but there’s 
more. In verse 30 the writer declared, 
“The Lord saved Israel,”” which is a 
theological interpretation of what 

. In verse 31 he pointed to 
three conclusions the people had 
reached. First, they were awed by the 
power and determination of the Lord; 
it was a fear mixed with reverence. 
Second, they “‘believed the Lord” or 
trusted him enough to depend upon 
him. Third, they also trusted his ser- 
vant Moses; he was honest and obvi- 
ously an instrument of the Lord. 

A Time To Praise God 
(Ex. 15:1-3,20-21) 

Delivered at last from their appres- 
sors, the children of Israel joined in 
Moses’ song of praise, verses 1b-18. It 


praises God for his mighty conquests, 
but it also affirms the faith of the 
people that their salvation .is in the 
Lord. The phrase ‘‘my father’s God’* 


wsbriefs In The 


World Of Religion 


Milwaukee (RNS) — The practice 
of religion can often be “unhealthy” 
and the psychological dynamics be- 
hind the more dramatic forms of “‘re- 
ligious pathology’’ must be understood 
by ministers if afflicted persons are to 
receive adequate care, both medical 
and pastoral, a priest - psychologist 
said here. Father Martin Pable, 
O.F.M., Cap., provincial psychologist 
of the Midwest Capuchin fathers and a 
faculty member of St. Francis School 
of Pastoral Ministry here said religion 
can become distorted and serve other 
ends than the worship of God and 
communion with the People of God. 


Dusty is the tiny little poodle which 
lives at our house. No poodle traditions 
are sacred to her. She defies them all. 
Depending on circumstances, she 
seems to feel she’s any kind of dog 
from a feist to a German , 

Never having shown any of the ar- 
rogant and prideful ego I'd been led to 
believe is characteristic of poodies, 
Dusty has no desire to stay pretty and 
clean. Being a house dog is not for her. 
She’d much rather be outside getting 
her fur wet from dew and rain, matted 
up from rolling in the grass, and filthy 
from plopping down in the one oil spot 
on the otherwise clean driveway. No 


Lowndes Churches 
Perform Musical 


Young musicians, choirs, and in- 
strumentalists from six Lowndes As- 
sociation churches participated in a 
joint performance of ‘“‘A Rhyme, A 
Riddle, A Song,” a musical by Grace 


may refer to the identification which’-Hawthorne and Buryl Red. The pro- 


the Lord gave Moses if the enslaved 
people should ask what God had sent 
him to deliver them: Certainly, verse 3 
looks back to that occasion (3: 14-15). 

Israelite women also entered into 
the celebration of freedom. Led by 
Miriam, sister of both Aaron and 
Moses, they danced and sang for joy. 
The brief song is like the beginning of 
Moses’ song and could mean that the 
women repeated it as a sort of refrain. 
But some scholars feel that Miriam's 
song is older. But the point is that both 
men and women joined in observing or 
celebrating God’s victory over the 
Egyptians which assured the freedom 
of the Israelites. It was a time of exub- 
erant worship. 


duction was fully costumed and 
dramatized at the Baptist Student 
Union on the M. U. W. Campus in Col- 
umbus, May 21. Fifteen youth and 
adults made up an instrumental en- 
semble which accompanied the 50 
voice Children’s Choir. Singers were 
from four churches: Antioch Church, 
Jim Dalrymple, Director; Calvary 
Church, Linda Fancher, Director; Mt. 
Zion Church, Harrell Wilcox, Direc- 
tor; and Fairview Church. B. T. 
Fancher is Associational Music Direc- 
tor. J. C. Mitchell is the Director of 


Sunday School Lesson: Life And Work For June 26 


The Christian Hope In Life 


By Duncan, First, Long Beach 
Il Timothy 4:1-22 


There are those who belittle the 
songs which look forward to the next 
life. They would like to take out of our 
, songbook such 

songs as: When the 

Roll Is Called Uf 

‘7 wey Yonder, On Jor- 
dan’s Stormy 

Z! Banks 1 Stand, 


‘tee 


Those . 
and others. There 
are those who say 
such songs are 
merely escapist — that these songs 
merely look forward to deliverance 


"Stone. 


the in y 
and sacrificially in this life. If life on 


When They Ring - 
Golden Bells 


and eternity for him was very thin and: 
that any moment his Lord might step 
through that veil to call all men to 
judgment. Men of God must fulfil! 
their ministry under the searching 
eyes of God. The minister has one re- 
sponsibility above others and that is to 
preach the Word. The Word is the gos- 
pel of God’s Saving grace in Christ. 
The task of preaching is so urgent that 
one must preach whether the cir- 
cumstances are favorable or not. 
Timothy was to “‘reprove’’ those 
who were in error until they were con- 


How did 


he view his end? First, death is like an 


* It would appear to 


no exaggera- 
tion to say that believer the 
very best thing that can happen to him 


is to die. Sadness for loved ones left 
behind to miss us, but for ourselves 
gladness. 
we hy expressed his hope in that he 
was on the winning side. ‘‘I have 
fought a good fight.” ‘I have finished 
the “ " or the “race”. “I have 
the f th."’ He had fought like a 
wrestler, he had endured like a dis- 


Devotional 


By Dr. Eugene H. Dobbs, First, Philadelphia 
: II Cor, 5:18-19 . 
That Jesus Christ, God’s Son, could.die on a cross for my sinis a mystery. That 
~ He would die on a cross for my sin is an even bigger mystery. However, that 
Jesus Christ, God’s Son, could, would, and did die on a Roman cross for my sin is 
ws the most glorious fact of history. And in that dying he ac- 
complished reconciliation between man and God. 
RECONCILIATION NEEDED. The Word of God indicates 
many results of sin in the life of a person. Sin separates one 
from God (Isa. 59:2). Sin makes one an enemy of God (Rom. 
5:10). Paul, in Colossians 1:21, points out one of the results of 
sin as tion from God. All of these concepts underscore 
the need to be reconciled to God. Man, the creature of 
sin, left to his own devices could never accomplish this the 
greatest of all needs of his life. 
RECONCILIATION PROVIDED. The message of the Word 
of God is that man does not have to supply the provision for his reconciliation to 
God.‘This was accomplished by God in the death of Jesus Christ (II Cor. 5: 18-19). 
The precious shed blood of Jesus Christ, the lamb of God without spot or blemish, 
opened the way to God for all men. The veil of the temple, which served to 
separate men from the presence of the thrice holy God, was dramatically and 
supernaturally torn asunder at-the death of Christ. Thus in a highly visible 
symbol, God declared the way open for men to be reconciled to Him through 
Jesus Christ. f 
THE MINISTRY OF RECONCILIATION GIVEN. In the experience of recofi- 
ciliation, not only are our sins forgiven and we become children of God through 
regeneration, but there is given to us the message of reconciliation and the 
ministry of reconciliation. These are to be shared through the spoken word and 
the life directed by God. 
May God enable us to effectively proclaim the message that in the cross 
Jesus Christ God has provided a way of reconciliation between man and God and 
betweer-man and his fellowman. , 


: * 


| The Cross As Reconciliation | 


Off The 


Record 


A tall, thin fellow checked into a 
hotel in Dijon, France, where several 
fires had occurred, and registered for 
a room. He was given one on the top 
floor. The desk clerk noticed that 
among his belongings was a coil of 
rope and asked what it was for. 
‘‘That’s a fire escape,’’ the guest 
explained. “I carry one with me so I 
can let myself down to the street with- 
out troubling anyone.”’ The desk clerk 
studied it for a moment. ‘‘That’s a very 
good device,”’ he said. ‘‘However, 
guests with their own fire escape have 
to pay in advance.” 


The man walked into a public place 
with both ears bandaged. Someone 
had to ask why. 

He explained, ‘I am watching the 
bowl game on TV and my wife is iron- 
ing nearby. She leaves for a moment, 
placing the iron on the board, and the 
phone ririgs.'I grap the hot iron and put 
it to my ear, thinking it is the tele- 
phone.”’ 

“But what happened to the other 
ear?” 

“I hadn't any more than hung up 
when the man calls back.”’ 


number of ribbons in, her hair influ- 
ences her to change her slovenly ways. 

The South might have won the Civil 
War if we'd had Dusty. She believes 
firmly in her territory and spares no 
effort to defend it, considering any liv- 
ing thing a threat to her domain. The 
hilarious thing is that those living 
things take her seriously. Neighbor- 
hood dogs that’ could swallow Dusty 
without chewing her up run like scared 
chickens when we open the door to let 
her out to save her buried bone from 
their pilfering noses. 

Every time I stand at the door and 
glory in her spunk, I take heart that I 


Dr. and Mrs. Paul H. Miller, 
missionaries to Nigeria, have 
completed furlough and returned 
to the field (address: Baptist 
Seminary, Box 30, Ogbomosho, 
Nigeria). He was born in Char- 
lotte, N. C., and lived in Biloxi, 
Miss., Greenville, S. C., and De- 
catur, Ga., while growing up. The 
former Eveline Farmer, she was 
born in Toronto, Canada, and 
lived in Baltimore, Md., and 
Clarksburg, W. Va., while grow- 
ing up. Before they were ap- 
pointed by the Foreign Mission 
Board in 1964, he was associate 
pastor and minister of music and 
education for Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Louisville, Ky. 


Mr. and Mrs. Donald V. 
Phiegar, missionaries to Thai- 
land, may be addressed at P. O. 
Box 832, Bangkok, Thailand. A 
Virginian, he was born in 
Roanoke and grew-up in 
Portsmouth. She is the former 
Barbara Ann Carley of Yazoo 
City, Miss. Before they were ap- 
pointed by the Foreign Mission 
Board in 1967, they served as mis- 
sionaries under the Southern Bap- 
tist Home Mission Board in 
California for 10 years. 


Mr. and Mrs. William L. Smith, 
missionaries to Brazil, have com- 
pleted furlough and. returned to 
the field (address: Caixa 338, 
86100 Londrina, Parana, Brazil). 
He is a native of Amite County, 
Mississippi. She is the former 
Carolyn Brand of Orlando, Fla. 
Before they were appointed by the 
Foreign Mission Board in 1963, he 
was pastor of Plymouth (Fla.) 
Baptist Church. , 


t. 


¢ Mr. and Mrs. J. Larry Cox, mis- 
sionaries to the Ivory Coast, have 
compléted ta 


tdiived Hawk 
‘and Greenwood, Miss., while 
growing up. She is the former 
Cheryl Keathley of Memphis, 


; ae on hearts Mission Board in 
~Jonging for "s return or 1975, he was minister of education 


at First Baptist Church, Vic- 
ksburg, Miss. 
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don’t have to be so big myself to shoo 
away the forces of evil that sniff 
around my house. I just have to show 
them the bounds of my territory. 
Every once in a while Dusty sees a 
new dog and she calls us to stand at the 
door before she takes out after him. 


She's not: sure but what she’ll need " 


some help. 

I'm like that, too, sometimes, when a 
new crisis shows up, or a temptation 
I’m not sure I can handle pulls at me, 
or an unexpected problem compli- 
cates my life. Then Iwait until I'm 
aware of God's presence at the door — 
so that I know He’ll go with me down 
the driveway or across the yard. 


Elizabeth Ray, daughter of Dr. 
and Mrs. Charles A. Ray, missio- 
nary assoetates to Japan, mar- 
ried Darryl Nelson Myers May 21 
in Brandon, Miss. Currently in the 
States on furlough, her parents 
may be addressed at 117 Oak 
Drive, Brandon, Miss. 39042. A 
Texan, Ray was born in Fort 
Worth and lived in Dallas and 
Breckenridge. The former Mary 
Elizabeth Gilbert of Mississippi, 
she was born in Perry County and 
lived in several communities, 
finishing high school in Tyler- 
town. Before they were employed 
by the Foreign Mission Board in 
1971, he was pastor of a Baptist 
church in Greenwood, Miss. 


Dr. and Mrs. Steven P. Hicks, 
Baptist representatives to 
Mexico, have completed furlough 
and returned to the field (ad- 
dress: Apartado Postal 267, 
Ciudad Satelite, Edo. de Mexico). 
He is a native of Madisonville, La. 
She is the former Minnie Greer of 
Poplarville, Miss. Before they 
they were appointed by the 
Foreign Mission Board in 1973, he 
was pastor of Crosby ( Miss.) Bap- 
tist Church. 


Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. 
Smothers, missionaries to 
Paraguay, have completed fur- 
lough and returned to the field 
(address: Casilla 1171, Asuncion, 
Paraguay). He is.a native of 
Memphis, Tenn., and she is the 
former Eulene Wells of Arcadia, 
Fla. Before they were appointed 
by the Foreign Mission Board in 
1972, he was pastor of Concord 
Baptist Church, Pelahatchie, 
Miss. 
ep 


Mr. and Mrs. Ernest B. Beev- 
ers, missionaries to Indonesia, 
have furlough and re- 
turned to the field (address: 

KT,...P. 
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